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ABSTRACT

This study aims to comprehensively analyze postgraduate theses conducted in the distance
education field, specifically focusing on experimentally conducted studies and studies presenting
model designs. Employing a qualitative approach within a document analysis framework, the
research encompasses an examination of 145 theses subjected to content analysis. Findings
highlight an increase in experimentally oriented and design-centric postgraduate theses since
2006. This is closely linked to emerging technological advancements, the increased emphasis on
distance education, and the growing demand for distance education. Notably, the majority of the
theses emerged from the educational sciences domain, predominantly employing quantitative
methodologies. Among the varied data analysis techniques, content analysis, independent t-tests,
and descriptive analyses emerged as the most frequently employed methodologies. The
prevalence of web-based systems, coupled with the incorporation of video and animation, was
evident in a substantial portion of the theses. The prominent usage of survey instruments,
achievement tests, and interview techniques as primary data collection methods can be attributed
to researchers' focus on evaluating the impact of pedagogical practices and the efficacy of distance
education designs on student achievement and the usability of these designs. Furthermore, the
theses explore themes surrounding motivation, instructional effectiveness, and participant
perspectives pertinent to design aspects. It is thought that experimental and design-oriented
distance education studies are insufficient in fields such as music, painting and physical education
which psychomotor skills are at the forefront. Distance education model development studies for
these fields should be increased. In the theses examined, significant deficiencies were found in
curriculum preparation. Developing a curriculum compatible with the model design in distance
education can contribute to the successful outcome of the education process. It is thought that
examining distance education studies from different perspectives will contribute to improving the
quality of distance education.
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INTRODUCTION

Examining the rationale behind distance education reveals a crucial factor: the escalating demand for education.
According to data from the Turkish Statistical Institute (2022), the global population reached 5 billion in 1989, 6
billion in 1999, and 7 billion in 2011. Projections indicate an estimated global population of 8 billion by 2022.
Education stands as a fundamental necessity, akin to basic needs such as sustenance and shelter. With the surge
in population, societies have two avenues for enhancing educational provisions. The first involves continuously
increasing the number of schools and teachers, while the second entails exploring alternative educational paths
like distance education. Among the most cost-effective methods to disseminate education across all segments
of society is distance education. One of the rationales behind distance education is its potential as an alternative
educational approach. By integrating distance education and technology into the education process, richer and
more effective learning experiences are offered to learners (Tankiz & Sahin: 2023:). Extraordinary circumstances
often prompt the use of distance education as an alternative to face-to-face learning. For instance, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, face-to-face education was suspended in 157 countries, leading to a transition to distance
education (Eken, Tosun &Tuzcu Eken, 2020: 117). This mandated distance education in many countries. Another
example is the shift to distance education across all educational levels in 11 provinces in Turkey following the

Kahramanmaras earthquake in February 2023 (Turkish Council of Higher Education, 2023).

Although it has gained more prominence in recent years due to exceptional circumstances, the history of distance
education dates back to the 18th century. The first recorded instance of distance education occurred in Sweden
in 1728 within the framework of correspondence education. An advertisement in a Swedish newspaper dated
1833 announced composition lessons to be conducted via correspondence. Correspondence education was
observed in the 19th century in America, France, and England. Sir Isaac Pitman delivered shorthand lessons via
correspondence in England in 1840 (Tekedere, 2014: 453). The initial educational radio broadcasts commenced
in America in 1919, continuing through television broadcasts from 1940 onwards. Technological advancements
in the 1990s led to the emergence of interactive models such as teleconferencing, and video conferencing,

facilitating the synchronous learning model (Aziz, 1982: 46-47).

Examining Turkey’s history reveals the use of magazines for education during the Tanzimat Period (1839-1876)
due to challenges in printing and distributing textbooks. Some lessons were disseminated to individuals through
newspapers” (Goktas, Gedik, Karoglu, & Cagiltay, 2009: 81). “In 1959, Ankara University’s Faculty of Law
conducted distance education via correspondence through the Banking and Commercial Law Research Institute”
(Yalginalp, 2013: 146). Distance education expanded beyond correspondence, evolving in tandem with
technological progress. “Film, Radio and Television Education Center (1973) and Yaykur (1975) contributed to
distance education with their television programs” (Ministry of National Education, 2023a). The establishment
of the Open Education Faculty in 1983 (Anadolu University, 2023) and the Open Education High School in 1992

marked the commencement of distance education activities in Turkey (MEB, 2023b). Internet-based distance
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education initiatives at universities began in 1997 with certificate programs and on-campus courses (Aydogdu
Karaaslan, 2008: 20). “In 1974, the Experimental Higher Teacher Training School opened in Turkey, initiating
distance education in higher education for the first time” (Bozkurt, 2017: 89). According to the Databases of
Turkish National Thesis Center of the Council of Higher Education, postgraduate thesis studies related to distance

education in Turkey date back to 1985.

Numerous studies examine postgraduate-level distance education research. In their research, Erdem Aydin,
Kaya, iskol, and iscan (2019) observed that postgraduate theses conducted at Anadolu University’s Distance
Education Department predominantly focused on the instructional environment, with quantitative research
methods being more commonly preferred than other methods. Parlakkili¢ and Guldiren (2019) also noted the
prevalent use of quantitative research methods in distance education studies in Turkey, emphasizing a focus on
tools and content-related topics. Delen (2021) highlighted a higher number of master’s theses compared to
doctoral theses, indicating a prevalent use of general survey methods as the primary approach. They also noted
a greater utilization of quasi-experimental and relational survey models in theses, with the majority of samples
comprised of undergraduate students. Azizoglu (2021) noted an increase in the number of distance education
theses published during the Covid-19 pandemic compared to previous periods. They found that the examined
theses predominantly focused on technologies, the relationship between students’ cognitive skills and distance
education, methods employed, educators, and foreign language instruction. Gokmen et al. (2017) observed that
a significant portion of distance education theses published in Turkey between 2005 and 2014 consisted mainly
of master’s theses. They found a decline in quantitative research methods from 2010 onwards, although they
still held prominence compared to other research methods. Erdem Aydin et al. (2019) analyzed postgraduate
theses on distance education at Anadolu University. Their findings focused on examining students’ knowledge,
achievement levels, and attitudes, emphasizing quantitative methods. Gudekli et al. (2022) examined
postgraduate theses between 2011 and 2020 and found a numerical increase from 2019 onwards. They noted
that the majority of samples consisted of students and highlighted a predominant use of quantitative research
methods. Orakcioglu (2019) scrutinized postgraduate theses on distance education between 2013-2018,
discovering a higher prevalence of survey and case study methods. They also found that purposive sampling was
frequently utilized in the sampling process. Karabey et al. (2020) analyzed postgraduate theses related to
distance education for individuals with disabilities in Turkey. They identified a predominance of master’s level
theses, a concentration of theses in specific universities, a primary focus on samples comprising elementary
school students, and a prevalent emphasis on the education of individuals with intellectual disabilities. Existing
literature lacks a specific analysis of postgraduate theses that solely rely on an experimental method and propose
a distinct model for distance education design. Davies, Howell, and Petrie (2010) identified a scarcity of studies
focused on theory-building in examining distance education research. However, research endeavors aimed at
theory-building in distance education are considered crucial contributions that can innovate and enhance areas

such as methodology, instructional models, and educational activities. Hence, this research examines
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postgraduate theses conducted between 1985 and 2021 in Turkey that utilized the experimental method and

were centered on distance education design across various variables.

The Purpose of the Study

The oldest thesis found on the Databases of Turkish National Thesis Center of the Council of Higher Education
dates back to 1985. This study examines postgraduate education theses focusing on design and models in
distance education between 1985 and 2021, aiming to provide a rich literature for researchers interested in this
field. This study aims to identify how these theses have been distributed across various variables over the years

and to shed light on future thesis studies planned within this scope.

METHOD
Research Design

This study is a qualitative investigation conducted through document analysis. Data obtained via document
analysis were subjected to content analysis. “Content analysis is a scientific method that involves the systematic

examination, simplification, and summarization of comprehensive data” (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2007).

Population and Sample

The population of this study comprises postgraduate theses available on the relevant Databases of National
Thesis Center of the Turkish Council of Higher Education in Turkey. The sample consists of theses based on
instructional design and experimental applications within distance education. Theses conducted on previously
developed distance education models, namely those developed independently of the research or researcher,
were excluded from this examination. The rationale behind this exclusion is to provide an analysis of
postgraduate theses to create a new model for researchers interested in working on distance education models,
offering insights for new studies. Therefore, theses involving the development of distance education models
through design, implementation, and application were included in the sample. The study’s population consists
of postgraduate education theses centered on distance education themes, while the sample encompasses 145
postgraduate theses conducted between 1985 and 2021, focusing on experimental methods and distance

education design.

Data Collection and Analysis

The data for this research were accessed from the Databases of Turkish National Thesis Center of the Council of
Higher Education website using various keywords. Among the theses with multiple entries, only one was selected
for examination. Theses focusing on developing models related to distance education, identified through the
method sections of the theses, were included in the study. It was observed that certain theses presented models

based on literature reviews, and these were also encompassed within the scope of this research. Various

3050



I.I E TSAR (International Journal of Education Technology and Scientific Researches) Vol: 8, Issue: 25, 2023

classification forms such as publications, theses, articles, etc., were scrutinized through a literature review, and
a form was created using Microsoft Excel tailored to the scope of this study. This form includes columns for the
thesis number, year of the thesis, the university where the thesis was conducted, the institute where the thesis
was conducted, the field of the thesis, type of thesis, technologies utilized in the thesis, communication methods
used in the thesis, instructional program, written materials, study group, population and sample, research design,

data collection techniques, analyses employed, and topics.

The theses within the sample were analyzed using the content analysis method. Twenty-nine theses from the
sample (constituting 1/5 of the sample) were randomly selected and coded by two coders holding the titles of
Associate Professor and Doctor Instructor. The formula was applied to ensure internal consistency (reliability =
agreement / agreement + disagreement), calculating the coders' agreement rate. The calculation indicated a 94%

agreement rate. The findings obtained were then transformed into percentage and frequency tables.

FINDINGS

In this section, the results of the analysis conducted on the theses are presented. The analysis encompasses the
general characteristics of the research, the topics addressed, the theoretical frameworks underpinning the

theses, the technologies utilized, and the research designs.
General Characteristics of the Research
This section includes analyses of published theses' types, quantities, and year-wise distribution.

Distribution According to Types of Theses

Doctoral Master’s

‘(./

Master’s Thesis = = Doctoral Thesis

Figure 1: The distribution of theses based on their types in the field of distance education.

Figure 1 shows that approximately two-thirds (68%) of the postgraduate theses on distance education published
between 1985 and 2021 examined in this study consist of master’s theses. This disparity between doctoral and
master’s theses might be attributed to the higher prevalence of master’s programs compared to doctoral

programs, along with a larger enrollment of students in master’s programs over doctoral programs.
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Distribution of Theses by Years
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Figure 2: Distribution of master’s and doctoral theses by year.

Figure 2 displays the distribution of theses according to years. There seems to be an increase in master’s theses
in 2008, 2010, 2012, and 2021 compared to other years. Studies have shown irregular but overall growth since
2006. This is believed to be due to the expansion of Internet access during those years and attempts to integrate
Internet technologies into education. One of the years with the highest number of theses produced is 2021. It is
assumed that the surge in the inclination toward distance education due to the COVID-19 pandemic may be the

reason behind this finding.

Distribution of Theses by Universities
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Figure 3. Distribution of Theses by Universities.

Figure 3 shows that 23.44% of the theses included in the study were conducted at Anadolu University (f=34). This
could be attributed to Anadolu University being one of the pioneers in distance education and open education

in Turkey. Following Anadolu University, Gazi University constitutes 11% of the theses.

Distribution of Thesis According to Fields

The fields of the theses conducted on distance education included within the study are presented in Table 1.
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Table 1. Distribution of Theses by Fields.

Field Frequency Ratio

Higher Education Institutions 21 14,5
Information Technology 21 14,5
Language education/instruction 16 11,0
Education (other) 12 8,3
Special Education 8 5,5
Educational Administration 8 5,5
Vocational Education 6 4,1
Mathematics education 4 2,8
Not specified 3 2,1
In-Service Training 4 2,8
Informal Education 3 2,1
Music Education 3 2,1

Open Education Programs 2 1,4
Child development 2 1,4
Theology 3 2,1
Economics/Business 6 4,1
Other 23 15,9

TOTAL 145 100,0

When Table 1 is examined, it is observed that out of a total of 145 theses, 21 are related to higher education
institutions, and 21 pertain to the field of information technology. Within the educational domain, 64 theses
were conducted, covering language education/instruction (n=16), special education (n=8), educational
management (n=8), vocational education (n=6), mathematics education (n=4), in-service training (n=4), adult
education (n=3), music education (n=3), and other educational areas (n=12). The prevalence of education faculty
graduates among students could contribute to the concentration of theses in these areas. The number of theses

where the field is unspecified is 3.
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Figure 4. Distribution of thesis fields in the field of distance education according to years.
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When examining the distribution of thesis fields over the years in Figure 4, it's observed that there isn’t a
consistent spread of thesis fields in the field of distance education over the years. The highest number of theses
in the field of information technology in distance education was in 2014, while the theses in language
education/teaching were at their peak in 2015 and 2021. Distance education has emerged as an alternative,
supportive, and complementary model to formal education in recent years. Therefore, it’s possible to relate the
increasing number of studies on distance education models over the years to the growing importance of distance

education.

Technologies Used in Theses

The technologies used in master’s and doctoral-level distance education theses are presented in Table 2. As some

theses utilize multiple technologies, the total number of technologies exceeds the number of theses.

Table 2. Technologies Used in Theses on Distance Education.

Technology Used Frequency Ratio

Web-based 92 63,4
Television 10 6,9
Radio 1 0,7
Cassette 2 1,4
Video 83 57,2
Animation 51 35,2
TOTAL 239

The Table 2 indicates that the most frequently used technologies are web-based (f=92), video (f=83), and
animation (f=51). Moreover, it is noticeable that older technologies such as radio, cassette, and television are
also utilized. The distance education initiatives that began with radio, cassette, and television have evolved into
web-based learning environments supported by video and animations due to rapid advancements in
communication technologies. In 63.4% of the theses, a web-based platform for distance education has been
established. This finding is considered significant and positive in terms of developing new models and designs in

distance education.

Research Designs Used in the Theses

The research designs employed in master’s and doctoral-level theses on distance education are shown in Table
3.
Table 3. Research Designs Used in Theses on Distance Education.

Research Design Frequency Ratio

Experimental 55 37,9
Model Design 85 58,6
Survey 4 2,7
Case Study 1 0,7
TOTAL 145 100,0
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When examining Table 3, it can be observed that the most utilized research design in the theses included in the
research is the model design research (f=85). The experimental design is used at a rate of 37.9% (f=55). Studies

using the survey model and case study show that theses developing a design for distance education also exist.
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Figure 5. Distribution of research designs used in theses according to years.

Examining Figure 5, it’s evident that, except for the years 2001, 2002, 2003, 2009, and 2011, the experimental
design is consistently utilized in completed theses. Model design research has been conducted every year except
for 2004, starting from 2001. These theses also encompass models derived from existing literature facilitated
through a literature review. The use of a limited number of literature review methods appears to be confined to

the years 2008, 2009, 2013, and 2014.

Data Collection Techniques Used in the Theses

The data collection techniques used in the examined theses are provided in Table 4. Since multiple data collection
techniques were used in some theses, the total number of data collection techniques exceeds the number of
theses.

Table 4. Data Collection Techniques Used in the Thesis

Data Collection Technique Frequency Ratio

Questionnaire 85 78,0
Achievement Test 51 46,8
Interview 37 33,9
Focus Group Interview 5 4,6
Delphi 4 3,7
Observation Protocol 5 4,6
Document Analysis 5 4,6
Total 192

Table 4 reveals that questionnaires (f=85) are predominantly used as a data collection technique in the theses

employing quantitative methods. Achievement tests, one of the quantitative methods, appear as the second
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most utilized technique (f=51). This finding indicates that in some theses, there’s an investigation into whether
the experimental process or design related to distance education affects achievement. On the other hand, in
qualitative and mixed methods, data collection is notably done through interviews (f=37). Questionnaires stand
out as one of the easiest data collection methods due to their convenience for researchers in terms of application
and time-saving aspects, which might explain their extensive use. This aligns with findings from a study by Erdem

Aydin et al. (2019).

Distribution of Theses by Participants

Table 5 showcases the utilized sample groups in master’s and doctoral-level theses concerning distance
education.

Table 5. Participants for Data Collection.

Participants Frequency Ratio
Undergraduate Students 72 49,7
Basic Education Students 15 10,3
Faculty 27 18,6
Teachers 7 4,8
Students with Special Needs 8 5,5
Parents 9 6,2
Other 7 49
TOTAL 145 100,0

When examining Table 5, it’s evident that the most commonly chosen sample by researchers is undergraduate
students (f=72). Following undergraduate students, the preferred sample groups include faculty (f=27), students
in basic education (primary/secondary school) (f=15), parents (f=9), students with special needs (f=8), and

teachers (f=7).

Distribution of Theses According to the Sampling Method

Table 6 shows the distribution of theses according to the sampling method used.

Table 6. Sampling Methods Used in the Theses.

Sampling Method Frequency Ratio

Purposive 65 44,8
No Sampling 59 40,7
Simple Random 13 9,0
Convenience 2 1,4
Snowball 6 4,1
TOTAL 145 100,0

Upon examination in Table 6, it is evident that the predominant sampling method employed among the theses
within the research is purposive sampling (f=65). The rate of studies that didn’t employ any sampling method is

40.7% (f=59). Not selecting a sample in some studies could be due to the theoretical development of a distance
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education model without any practical implementation. When the target audience requires specific
characteristics and a more in-depth exploration of the research topic, researchers tend to prefer purposive
sampling. Upon reviewing the theses, a considerable number of studies (f=59) either did not utilize or did not
specify the sampling method. Furthermore, it was observed that only 13 studies employed random sampling, a

method necessary for quantitative studies to represent the population.

Distribution of Theses According to the Communication Method Used

21
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Asynchronous ~ Asynchronous ot ayailable  Synchronous
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Figure 6. Distribution of Theses According to the Communication Method Used.

In Figure 6, the communication methods utilized in the theses within the study are indicated. The most prevalent
communication method observed is asynchronous communication, accounting for 50.3% (f=73). In 30.3% of the
theses, both asynchronous and synchronous communication methods were employed simultaneously. There

was no indication of any communication method used in 14.4% of the theses.
Distribution of Theses According to Curriculum Development Status

Curriculum Development Status
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Not Available . . Available

Figure 7. Distribution of Theses According to Curriculum Development Status

Figure 7 presents the status of curriculum development in the theses under investigation. It's observed that only
27.58% of the theses have developed a curriculum. Lee and Rha (2009: 372) indicate that the curriculum is the
most crucial variable in the distance learning process (Cited in Azizoglu, 2021: 240). The preparation of a

curriculum in distance education demands a lengthy and meticulous process. Moreover, assessing the program's
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effectiveness at the end of the distance education is essential. Any shortcomings in the curriculum should be

identified, and necessary adjustments need to be made. A new curriculum was not developed in the other

examined theses (f=105).

Distribution of Theses According to the Data Analysis Techniques Used
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Figure 8. Distribution of Theses According to the Data Analysis Techniques Used

Figure 8 presents the distribution of theses based on the utilized data analysis technique. The most frequently
used data analysis technique in the theses is the independent t-test (f=46). Following this, content analysis (f=39)

and descriptive analysis (f=37) are observed, respectively.
Distribution of Theses by Topics
Table 7 illustrates the distribution of distance education theses based on topics within the research.

Table 7. Topics of the Theses in the Study.

Topic Frequency Ratio
Academic Success 57 39,3
Design Satisfaction 31 21,4
Motivation 14 9,6
Effectiveness of Teaching 12 8,3
Design Principles 11 7,6
Other 12 8,3
Non-Available 8 5,5
TOTAL 145 100,0

In Table 7, the most prevalent topic observed is academic success (f=57). Following this, attention is drawn to
examining design satisfaction (f=31). These findings aim to explore the extent to which the developed models
impact the target audience’s success and the degree of satisfaction of individuals included in the sample with the

design of distance education. The third most addressed aspect is motivation (f=12). Subsequently, studies were

3058



I.I E TSAR (International Journal of Education Technology and Scientific Researches) Vol: 8, Issue: 25, 2023

conducted focusing on the effectiveness of teaching (f=12) and design principles (f=11). Under the “Others”

category, topics such as attitude, achievement, sense of community, etc. (f=12) are included.
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Figure 9. Distribution of topics in theses on distance education according to thesis type.

The distribution of topics in theses according to thesis type is presented in Figure 9. Upon reviewing the graph,
it’s noticeable that there is a higher focus on academic success in master’s theses (27.7%), and, as a second

priority, attention is directed towards design satisfaction in doctoral theses (13.9%).

1986 1993 1999 2004 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

=@ Academic Success o= Design Satisfaction o Motivation

Effectiveness of Teaching === Design Principles == Other

Figure 10. Distribution of topics in theses on distance education according to years.

Figure 10 indicates the evaluation of topics in theses within the current study over the years. Upon examination,
it is observed that academic success was prominently present in 2008, 2014, and 2021. A decrease in research
frequency was noticed in 2007, 2009, and 2011. Although design satisfaction was most prevalent in 2006, 2012,
and 2016, no definitive increase or decrease is evident. The motivation was most analyzed in 2021, while teaching
effectiveness was predominantly studied in 2012, albeit not consistently. Teaching effectiveness was extensively

examined in 2014 and has been consistently investigated thereafter.

3059



I.l E TSAR (International Journal of Education Technology and Scientific Researches) Vol: 8, Issue: 25, 2023

DISCUSSION and CONCLUSION

In this study, the theses focusing on the design and development of distance education models between 1985
and 2021 were examined across various variables. The analysis revealed a diversity in the theses within the scope
of the study over time concerning subjects, fields, methodologies, technologies employed, communication
methods, sample groups, and many other variables, signifying the continued evolution of distance education
alongside these studies. The study results highlighted that the number of master’s theses exceeded that of
doctoral theses. This outcome aligns with the findings of Gokmen et al. (2017) and Davies et al. (2010) in previous
studies. The underlying reason might be the higher number of master’s programs compared to doctoral

programs.

Theses based on experimental design and centered on distance education have consistently increased since
2006. 2014 and 2021 emerged with the highest number of theses on this subject. Parallel to the continuous
advancement in technology, developments in educational technology have likely led to such studies. In addition,
the COVID-19 pandemic that emerged towards the end of 2019 is believed to have contributed to 2021 being
the year with the highest number of theses in this field. Studies conducted by Davies et al. (2010), Bozkurt et al.
(2015), and Erdem Aydin et al. (2019) have indicated a prevalence of quantitative methods in research conducted

in the field of distance education.

The analysis has shown that a significant portion of the theses in the study are within the field of education.
These theses were conducted in fields such as language education (f=16), special education (f=8), educational
administration (f=8), vocational education (f=6), mathematics education (f=4), in-service training (f=4), general
education (f=3), music education (f=3), and other educational fields (f=12). However, it’s observed that the theses
conducted in practical domains (vocational education, music education, etc.) are relatively fewer compared to
those conducted in theoretical areas. Therefore, it's recommended that distance education studies be expanded,
particularly to include courses based on psychomotor skills, and that the development of distance education

models/designs be encouraged.

It has been observed that a significant portion of the examined theses are web-based (f=92). The number of
theses utilizing video (f=83) and animation (f=51) as a support for instruction stands out prominently. Studies, in
which no technology was used, are believed to have been theoretically developed within the framework of
available distance education technologies during the respective years. Over the years, an increasing trend in the

use of technology in distance education has been identified.

When looking at distance education practices, it was found that the most commonly used communication
method is asynchronous communication (f=73). Theses where both asynchronous and synchronous
communication were used together also constitute a significant number (f=44). Researchers were observed

implementing a curriculum in about 27.58% of theses. Planning instruction in accordance with the process and
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executing it within the curriculum is crucial in distance education. This is because the existing curriculum might
not be suitable for distance education. In such cases, educators need to shape the curriculum according to various

variables such as the form, content, duration, student profile, and technologies used in distance education.

Distance education practices and developed models are commonly investigated using data collection techniques
such as questionnaires, achievement tests, and interviews. Various studies have identified the frequent
utilization of these methods (Erdem Aydin et al., 2019; Bozkaya et al., 2012; Bozkurt et al., 2015; Davies et al.,
2010). Researchers tend to favor these techniques due to their ability to collect data more rapidly and easily
compared to others, like scales and achievement tests. Alongside these techniques, other methods that facilitate
the collection of process-oriented data are recommended. Thus, information can be acquired focusing on
outcomes and whether the process is proceeding soundly. Purposive sampling stands out among the methods
used in participant selection. “Qualitative research is usually carried out with a purposefully selected small
sample” (Baltaci, 2018: 237). “Purposive sampling is preferred to reach a detailed data-presenting audience that
meets the research goals” (Coyne, 1997). Gokmen et al. (2017) express that in the experimental model testing
the effectiveness of education, researchers might have conducted the study based on ready-made groups due

to directing students in remote education.

The most frequently used data analysis techniques in the theses have been independent t-tests (f=46), content
analysis (f=39), and descriptive analysis (f=37). It was determined that the most frequently addressed topics in
the theses were academic achievement (f=57) and design satisfaction (f=31). It can be stated that researchers in
the theses examined predominantly focused on the impact of teaching practices and distance education designs
on student achievement and the design's usability. Learner attitudes and motivations have also been subjects of
research. The impact of distance education studies on academic achievement has been most prominently
examined in 2008, 2014, and 2021. It was observed that this increase occurred consistently. The innovations in
educational technology from the 2000s onward and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic are thought to have

contributed to this result.

SUGGESTIONS

Regarding the subject of this study, despite the technological developments in distance education, the scarcity
of experimental studies and model designs in fields where psychomotor skills are used a lot is noteworthy. For
this reason, it is thought that more experimental studies specific to field education and more research on design
will contribute to distance education, especially in fields such as music, painting, physical education and other

fields where psychomotor skills are at a high level.

In this study, postgraduate theses related to distance education based on experimental model and design were
examined. It is thought that conducting studies focusing on different aspects of distance education theses can

play a role in increasing the quality of distance education.
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It is noteworthy that there are few theses in which a curriculum is prepared and implemented. In distance
education, it is very important that teaching is planned according to the process and carried out within the
program. Because the current curriculum may not be suitable for distance education. In this case, the educator
should shape the curriculum according to many variables such as the form, content, duration, student profile,

and technologies to be used in distance education.
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1985-2021 YILLARI ARASINDA YAPILAN UZAKTAN EGITiM iLE iLGiLi TEZLERIN INCELENMESi

0z

Bu arastirmanin amaci uzaktan egitim alaninda deneysel olarak yirutilen ve model tasarimi ortaya
konulan lisansisti tezlerin gesitli degiskenler agisindan incelenmesidir. Arastirma nitel karakterli
ve dokiiman incelemesi desenindedir. Arastirmanin érneklemini 145 adet tez olusturmaktadir.
Tezler igerik analizi yoluyla analiz edilmistir. Arastirma sonucunda deneysel olarak galisiimig ve
tasarima dayanan lisansistl tezlerin 2006 yilindan itibaren artis gosterdigi tespit edilmistir. Bu
sonug ortaya cikan teknolojik gelismeler, uzaktan egitime verilen dnem ve uzaktan egitim
ihtiyacindaki artis ile iligkilendirilmektedir. En fazla tezin egitim bilimleri alaninda Uretildigi
belirlenmistir. Nicel yéntem metodoloji agisindan en c¢ok tercih edilen yéntemdir. icerik analizi,
iliskisiz t testi ve betimsel analiz en gok kullanilan veri analiz ydntemleridir. Onemli sayida tezde
web tabanli sistemlerin kullanildigl, video ve animasyonlara da yer verildigi belirlenmistir. Veri
toplama teknigi olarak en g¢ok anket, basar testi ve gortiisme tekniklerinin kullaniimis olmasi,
arastirmacilarin 6gretim uygulamalarinin ve uzaktan egitim tasarimlarinin 6grenci basarisina
etkisine ve tasarimin kullanishhgina odaklanmalari ile agiklanabilir. Bunun yani sira motivasyon,
Ogretimin etkililigi ve tasarima yonelik katilimci goriislerinin de tezlerde islenen konulardan oldugu
belirlenmistir. Psikomotor becerilerin 6n planda oldugu mdizik, resim ve beden egitimi gibi
alanlarda deneysel ve tasarima vyonelik uzaktan egitim c¢alismalarinin yetersiz oldugu
disinilmektedir. Bu alanlara yonelik uzaktan egitim modeli gelistirme ¢alismalarinin arttirilmasi
gerekmektedir. Ayrica incelenen tezlerde 6gretim programi hazirlamada énemli 6lglde eksiklikler
tespit edilmistir. Uzaktan egitimde model tasarimi ile uyumlu 6gretim programinin gelistirilmesi,
egitim slrecinin basari ile sonuglanmasina katkida bulunabilir. Uzaktan egitim calismalarina farkh
perspektiflerden yaklasilarak yapilan incelemelerin, uzaktan egitiminin niteligini arttirmaya katki
saglayacagl dusunilmektedir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Lisansist(, tez, uzaktan egitim, deneysel, tasarim.
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GiRiS

Uzaktan egitim fikrinin gerekgelerine bakildiginda 6nemli nedenlerden biri egitim ihtiyacinin artmasidir. Turkiye
istatistik Kurumu (2022) verilerine gére, diinya niifusu 1989 yilinda 5 milyar, 1999 yilinda 6 milyar ve 2011 yilinda
7 milyara ulagmistir. 2022 yilinda diinya nifusunun 8 milyara ulasacagi tahmin edilmistir. Egitim ihtiyaci insanlarin
yeme-icme ve barinma gibi en temel ihtiyaglarindan biridir. Nifus artisina bagh olarak toplumlarin egitim
olanaklari arttirilmasinin iki yolu bulunmaktadir. Birincisi okul ve 6gretmen sayisini slrekli olarak arttirmak,
ikincisi ise uzaktan egitim gibi alternatif egitim yollarini degerlendirmektir. Uzaktan egitim, egitimi toplumun her
kesimine ulastirmanin en ekonomik yollarindan biridir. Uzaktan egitimin fikri gerekgelerinden biri de alternatif
egitim yontemlerinden biri olarak kullanilabilmesidir. Uzaktan egitim ile teknolojinin egitim siirecine entegre
edilmesiyle birlikte 6grenenlere daha zengin ve etkili 6grenme deneyimleri sunulmaktadir (Tankiz ve Sahin, 2023:
1034). Uzaktan egitimin ylz ylze egitime alternatif olarak kullanildigi durumlarin basinda olaganisti haller
gelmektedir. Ornegin Covid-19 salgini ile birlikte 157 ilkede yiiz ylize egitime ara verilmis ve uzaktan egitime
gegcis yapilmistir (Eken, Tosun ve Tuzcu Eken, 2020: 117). Bu durum ¢ogu ulkede uzaktan egitimi zorunlu kilmistir.
Diger bir 6rnek ise 2023 yilinin Subat ayinda Tirkiye’de 11 ili etkileyen Kahramanmaras depreminden sonra tim

kademelerde uzaktan egitime gegilmesi (Yiksekogretim Kurulu Baskanhgi, 2023) olarak gosterilebilir.

Son yillarda olaganistii nedenlerden 6tiri daha fazla glindeme gelse de uzaktan egitimin tarihi 18. yiizyila
dayanmaktadir. “Diinyada ilk uzaktan egitim faaliyeti mektupla 6gretim uygulamasi kapsaminda 1728 yilinda
isve¢’te gerceklesmistir. 1833 tarihli bir Isve¢ gazetesinde mektupla kompozisyon dersi verilecegine dair bir ilan
yer almistir. 19. yiizyilda Amerika, Fransa ve ingiltere’”de mektupla dgretim yapildigi gériilmektedir. Sir isaac
Pitman 1840 yilinda ingiltere’de mektupla steno dersleri vermistir” (Tekedere, 2014: 453). “ilk egitsel icerikli
radyo yayinlari 1919°da Amerika’da baslamis, 1940 yilindan itibaren televizyon yayinlariyla devam etmistir.
1990’lardaki teknolojik gelismelerle birlikte telekonferans, video-konferans gibi etkilesimli modeller, senkron

6grenme modelinin ortaya ¢ikmasini saglamistir” (Aziz, 1982: 46-47).

Tirkiye'ye bakildiginda “Tanzimat Déneminde (1839-1876) ders kitaplarinin basimi ve dagitiminin gucliGgi
sebebiyle dergilerin egitimde kullanildigindan s6z edilmektedir. Bazi dersler gazete vyoluyla bireylere
ulastirilmistir” (Goktas, Gedik, Karoglu ve Cagiltay, 2009: 81). “1959’da Ankara Universitesi Hukuk Fakiiltesi Banka
ve Ticaret Hukuku Arastirma Enstitlsi tarafindan mektupla 6gretim gerceklestirilmistir” (Yalginalp, 2013: 146).
Uzaktan egitim, mektupla ogretim ile sinirli kalmamis, teknolojinin ilerlemesine baglh olarak gelisimini
sirdirmeye devam etmistir. “Film, Radyo ve Televizyonla Egitim Merkezi (1973) ve Yaykur (1975) yaptiklari
televizyon programlariyla uzaktan egitime katki saglamislardir” (Milli Egitim Bakanligi, 2023a). 1983’te
Acikégretim Fakiiltesi (Anadolu Universitesi, 2023) ve 1992’de Agik Ogretim isesi kurularak Tiirkiye’de uzaktan
egitim faaliyetlerine baslamislardir (MEB, 2023b). Universitelerde internete dayali uzaktan egitim calismalari
1997 yilinda sertifika programlari ve kampus ici dersler olarak baslamistir (Aydogdu Karaaslan 2008: 20).

Tirkiye’de 1974 yilinda Deneme Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu agilmis ve ilk kez yiiksekdgretimde uzaktan egitime
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baslanmistir (Bozkurt, 2017: 89). Yiiksekdgretim Kurulu Baskanhgi Ulusal Tez Merkezi verilerine gore Tirkiye'de

uzaktan egitim ile ilgili lisansisti tez ¢alismalari 1985 tarihlidir.

Lisansistl duzeyde uzaktan egitim ¢alismalarinin incelendigi pek ¢ok arastirma bulunmaktadir. Erdem Aydin,
Kaya, Iskol ve iscan (2019) arastirmalarinda Anadolu Universitesi Uzaktan Egitim Boélimiinde hazirlanan
lisansustu tezlerin gogunlukla 6gretim ortamina odaklandigi ve nicel arastirma yéntemlerinin diger yontemlere
gore daha c¢ok tercih edildigini tespit etmislerdir. Parlakkilic ve Gildiiren (2019) de Tirkiye'de uzaktan egitim
¢alismalarinda nicel arastirma yodntemlerinin ¢ogunlukla tercih edildigini ve arag-igerik odakli konularin ele
alindigini belirtmislerdir. Delen (2021) ylksek lisans tezlerinin doktora tezi sayisina gére yiksek oldugunu,
yontem olarak daha ¢ok genel tarama yonteminin kullanildigini, tezlerde yari deneysel model ile iliskisel tarama
modelinin daha fazla kullanildigi ve 6rneklemin g¢ogunlukla lisans 6grencilerinden olusturuldugunu ifade
etmektedir. Azizoglu (2021), Covid-19 salgini ddneminde yayimlanan uzaktan egitim tezlerinin 6nceki donemlere
gore sayica fazla oldugunu, incelenen tezlerde konu olarak; kullanilan teknolojiler, 6grenciler, duyussal beceriler
ile uzaktan egitim iliskisi; kullanilan yontemler, egitimciler ve yabanci dil 6gretiminin agirlikli olarak ele alindigini
tespit etmistir. Gokmen ve digerleri (2017), Tirkiye’de 2005-2014 yillari arasinda yayimlanan uzaktan egitim
tezlerinin bliylk oranda yilksek lisans tezlerinden olustugunu, nicel arastirma metodunun 2010 yilindan itibaren
azaldigini ancak yine de diger arastirma yontemlerine gore agirlikta oldugunu tespit etmislerdir. Erdem Aydin ve
digerleri (2019) Anadolu Universitesinde hazirlanan uzaktan egitim konulu lisansisti tezlerini incelemislerdir.
Arastirma sonucunda, daha ¢ok 6grencilerin bilgi ve basari dizeyleri ile tutumlarinin incelendigini ve nicel
yontemin yogun olarak kullanildigi belirlenmistir. Gldekli ve digerleri (2022) 2011-2020 yillari arasindaki
lisansusti tezleri incelemis ve tezlerin 2019 yilindan itibaren sayisal olarak arttigini, 6rneklemin agirlikh olarak
ogrencilerden olustugunu, daha ¢ok nicel arastirma yontemlerinden faydalanildigini bulmuslardir. Orakcioglu
(2019) arastirmasinda 2013-2018 yillari arasindaki uzaktan egitim temali lisansusti tezleri incelemistir. Calisma
sonucunda yéntem olarak tarama ve durum calismasinin daha ¢ok kullanildigini, 6érnekleme yéntemi olarak
amagh érnekleme yénteminin siklikla kullanildigi belirlenmistir. Karabey ve digerleri (2020) Turkiye’de engellilere
yonelik hazirlanan uzaktan egitim konulu lisansiisti tezleri incelemislerdir. Tezlerin en ¢ok yulksek lisans
diizeyinde oldugunu, tezlerin belli lniversitelerde yogunlastigini, 6rneklem grubunun en cok ilkégretim
dgrencileri oldugunu, tezlerin en ¢ok zihinsel engelli bireylere yénelik yapildigini tespit etmislerdir. ilgili
literatiirde, sadece deneysel yonteme dayanan ve uzaktan egitim tasarimina iliskin olarak bir uzaktan egitim
modeli ortaya koyulan lisansisti tezlerin 6zel olarak incelenmedigi gérilmistir. Davies, Howell ve Petrie (2010)
inceledikleri uzaktan egitim arastirmalarinda kuram olusturma ile ilgili calismalarin az oldugunu tespit etmislerdir.
Oysa kuram olusturmaya yonelik arastirmalar uzaktan egitime yéntem-teknik, 6gretim modeli ve egitim-6gretim
faaliyetleri gibi konularda katki saglayacak ve yenilikler getirecek dnemli ¢alismalar olarak gorilmektedir. Bu
sebeple bu arastirmada 1985 ile 2021 yillari arasinda Tirkiye’de yapilan uzaktan egitim ile ilgili deneysel yontemin

kullanildigi ve uzaktan egitim tasarimina dayali tezler ¢esitli degiskenler acgisindan incelenmistir.
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Aragtirmanin Amaci

Arastirma kapsamina giren Yiksekogretim Kurulu Baskanhgl Tez Merkezi’nin web sitesindeki en eski tez 1985
tarihlidir. 1985-2021 yillari arasindaki uzaktan egitimde tasarim ve modeller igceren lisansisti egitim tezlerinin
incelendigi bu calismanin, bu konu ile ilgilenen arastirmacilara zengin bir literatir saglayarak yol géstermesi
amaglanmistir. Bu arastirmanin diger bir amaci ise tezlerin yillar igerisinde ¢esitli degiskenler agisindan nasil bir
dagihm gosterdigini tespit edilerek, konu kapsaminda gelecekte planlanan tez calismalarina yol gosterici

olmasidir.
YONTEM
Arastirmanin Modeli

Bu arastirma dokiman incelemesi ile yiritilen nitel bir galismadir. Dokiiman analizi yoluyla elde edilen veriler
icerik analizi ile analiz edilmistir. “icerik analizi, kapsamli verilerin sistematik bir sekilde incelenerek

sadelestirilmesini ve 6zetlenmesini saglayan bilimsel bir yontemdir” (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2007).
Evren ve Orneklem

Arastirmanin evreni Yiiksekogretim Kurulu Baskanligi Tez Merkezinin ilgili internet adresinde bulunan lisansisti
tezler olusturmaktadir. Orneklemi ise uzaktan egitim alaninda hazirlanmis olan dgretim tasarimi ve deneysel
uygulamaya dayali tezler olusturmaktadir. Arastirma ve arastirmacidan bagimsiz olarak daha o6nceden
gelistirilmis olan, diger bir deyisle arastirmaci tarafindan gelistiriimemis uzaktan 6gretim modelleri izerinden
yuritilen tezler arastirma kapsamindan gikartiimigtir. Bunun sebebi uzaktan egitim modelleri Gizerine galismak
isteyen arastirmacilara, yeni bir model ortaya koymak amaciyla tiretilmis lisansusti tezlerin bir analizini sunarak,
yeni calismalar icin fikir verebilmektir. Bu nedenle tasarim ve uygulama ile uzaktan egitim modeli gelistirilen
tezler 6rnekleme alinmistir. Arastirmanin evrenini uzaktan egitim temali lisansiistl egitim tezleri; 6rneklemini ise
1985-2021 yillari arasinda uzaktan egitim ile ilgili deneysel yonteme ve uzaktan egitim tasarimina dayali 145 adet

lisansusti tez olugsturmaktadir.
Verilerin Toplanmasi ve Analizi

Arastirmanin verileri Yiksekdgretim Kurulu Tez Merkezi web sitesinden gesitli anahtar sozctkler kullanilarak
erisilmistir. Birden fazla sayida kaydi oldugu tespit edilen tezlerden sadece bir tanesi segilmistir. Tezlerin yontem
bolimleri incelenerek, uzaktan 6gretim ile ilgili model gelistirmeye dayanan tezler incelemeye alinmistir. Bazi
tezlerde literatir taramasina dayanilarak modeller ortaya koyuldugu tespit edilmis ve bu tezler de galisma
kapsamina alinmistir. Literatlr taramasi yapilarak ¢esitli yayin, tez, makale, vb. siniflama formlari incelenmis ve
bu arastirmanin kapsamina gore Microsoft Excel programi kullanilarak bir form olusturulmustur. Bu formda tezin

numarasi, tezin yili, tezin yapildig1 Universite, tezin yapildig1 enstiti, tezin alani, tezin tiri, tezde kullanilan
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teknolojiler, tezde kullanilan iletisim sekli, 6gretim programi, yazil materyal, calisma grubu, evren ve 6rneklem,

arastirma deseni, veri toplama teknikleri, kullanilan analizler ve konular sttunlari bulunmaktadir.

Orneklemi olusturan tezler icerik analizi ydntemiyle analiz edilmistir. Orneklemi olusturan tezlerden 29 tanesi
(6rneklemi olusturan tezlerin 1/5'i) segkisiz olarak belirlenmis, unvani Dog. Dr. ve Dr. Ogr. Uyesi olan iki kodlayici
tarafindan kodlanmustir. i¢ tutarliigi saglamak icin (glivenirlik= gériis birligi /goris birligi+goris ayriligr) formili
kullanilmis ve kodlayicilar arasindaki mutabakat orani hesaplanmistir. Hesaplama sonucunda %94 oraninda

mutabik kalindigi gérilmistur. Elde edilen bulgular yizde ve frekans tablolarina déntistirdlmistir.
BULGULAR

Bu bélimde tezlere iliskin yapilan analizlerin sonuglari: Arastirmanin genel 6zellikleri, ele alinan konular, tezlerin

dayandigi kuramlar, kullanilan teknolojiler ve arastirmalarin tasarimi bagliklari ile ele alinmigtir.
Arastirmanin Genel Ozellikleri

Bu bélimde yayinlanan tezlerin tirleri, sayisi ve yillara gore dagiliminin analizleri yapilmistir.
Tezlerin Tiirlerine Gére Dagilimi

Doktora
46

Yiksek Lisans
99

.y

= Yiiksek Lisans = Doktora

Sekil 1. Uzaktan egitim alaninda hazirlanan tezlerin tlrlerine gore dagihmi.

Sekil 1 incelendiginde arastirma kapsaminda yer alan 1985-2021 yillari arasinda yayinlanmis uzaktan egitim ile
ilgili lisansustl tezlerin yaklasik licte ikisinin (%68) yliksek lisans tezlerinden olustugu goriilmektedir. Doktora ve
yuksek lisans tezleri arasindaki bu farkliligin sebebi olarak yiksek lisans programlarinin sayica doktora
programlarindan, yilksek lisans 6grenimi géren 6grenci sayisinin da doktora 6grenimi géren 6grenci sayisindan

fazla olusu gosterilebilir.
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Tezlerin Yillara Gére Dagilimi
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Sekil 2. Yiiksek lisans ve doktora diizeyindeki tezlerin yillara gére dagihmi.

Sekil 2’de tezlerin yillara gore dagihimi gosterilmistir. Yiiksek lisans tezlerinde 2008, 2010, 2012 ve 2021 yillarinda
diger yillara oranla artis oldugu goérilmektedir. Calismalarin 2006 yilindan itibaren dizensiz de olsa bir artis
kaydettigi sdylenebilir. Bunun sebebinin o yillarda internet erisiminin yayginlastigi ve internet teknolojilerinin
egitim sirecine adaptasyonunun saglanmaya calisildigi yillar olmasindan kaynaklandigi diisiinilmektedir. Sayica
en fazla tezin hazirlandigi yillardan biri de 2021 yilidir. Covid 19 salgini sebebiyle uzaktan egitime yonelimin

artisinin bu bulgunun nedeni oldugu disliniilmektedir.

Tezlerin Universitelere Gére Dagilimi
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Sekil 3. Tezlerin Universitelere Gére Dagilimi.

Sekil 3’e gére arastirma kapsamina alinan tezlerin %23,44’ii Anadolu Universitesinde yapilmistir (f=34). Bunun
nedeni olarak Anadolu Universitesinin uzaktan egitim ve acik 6gretim konusunda Tiirkiye’de &nciilerden biri

olmasi gdsterilebilir. Anadolu Universitesini %11 ile Gazi Universitesi takip etmektedir.

Tezlerin Alanlara Gére Dagilimi

Arastirma kapsamina alinan uzaktan egitim ile ilgili yapilan tezlerin alanlari Tablo 1’de gorilmektedir.
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Tablo 1. Tezlerin Alanlara Goére Dagilimi.

Alani Frekans Oran
Ylksekogretim kurumlari 21 14,5
Bilisim 21 14,5
Dil egitim/6gretimi 16 11,0
Egitim (diger) 12 8,3
Ozel Egitim 8 5,5
Egitim yOnetimi 8 5,5
Mesleki egitim 6 4,1
Matematik egitimi 4 2,8
Belirtiimemis 3 2,1
Hizmetigi Egitim 4 2,8
Yaygin egitim 3 2,1
Miuzik Egitimi 3 2,1
Acikogretim Programlari 2 1,4
Cocuk geligimi 2 1,4
ilahiyat 3 2,1
iktisat/isletme 6 4,1
Diger 23 15,9
TOPLAM 145 100,0

Tablo 1 incelendiginde toplam 145 tezin 21’inin ylksekogretim kurumlarina ait birimlerde, 21’inin bilisim
alaninda yapildigi gérilmektedir. Egitim alaninda 64 tez yapildigi ve bu tezlerin dil egitim/6gretimi (f=16), 6zel
egitim (f=8), egitim yonetimi (f=8), mesleki egitim (f=6), matematik egitimi (f=4), hizmetici egitim (f=4), yaygin
egitim (f=3), muzik egitimi (f=3) ve diger egitim (f=12) alanlarinda oldugu gériilmektedir. Ogrencilerin biiyiik bir
bolimiinin egitim fakiltesi mezunu olmalari bu alanlarda tezlerin yogunlasmasinin bir nedeni olarak

gosterilebilir. Tezin hangi alanda oldugu ile ilgili bilgi verilmemis olan tez sayisi ise 3’tir.
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19861993 19992001 20022003 20042006 200720082009201020112012201320142015201620172018201920202021

o N O 00
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H Acikdgretim programlan ® Cocuk gelisimi ilahiyat iktisat/isletme
Diger

Sekil 4. Uzaktan Egitim Alaninda Yapilan Tez Alanlarinin Yillara Gére Dagilimi.

Sekil 4’te tez alanlarinin yillara gore dagihmi incelendiginde, uzaktan egitim tezlerinde yillara gére tez alanlarinin

dizenli bir yayilim gostermedigi gortlmistir. Bilisim alanindaki uzaktan egitim tezlerinin 2014 yilinda, dil
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egitimi/6gretimi alanindaki tezlerin 2015 ve 2021 yillarinda en yiiksek sayida oldugu gorilmektedir. Son yillarda
uzaktan egitim orglin egitime alternatif, destek ve tamamlayici bir model olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Dolayisiyla
uzaktan egitim modelleri ile ilgili yapilan ¢alismalarin yillar igerisindeki artisini, uzaktan egitimin artan énemi ile
iliskilendirmek mimkiindr.

Tezlerde Kullanilan Teknolojiler

Yiiksek lisans ve doktora diizeyindeki uzaktan egitim tezlerinde kullanilan teknolojiler Tablo 2’de gosterilmistir.

Bazi tezlerde birden fazla teknoloji kullanildigindan toplam teknoloji sayisi tez sayisini gegmistir.

Tablo 2. Uzaktan Egitim Alaninda Yapilan Tezlerde Kullanilan Teknolojiler

Kullanilan Teknoloji Frekans Oran
Web Tabanli 92 63,4
Televizyon 10 6,9
Radyo 1 0,7
Kaset 2 1,4
Video 83 57,2
Animasyon 51 35,2
TOPLAM 239

Tablo 2’de gorilduga tzere en ¢ok kullanilan teknolojilerin web tabanli (f=92), video (f=83) ve animasyon (f=51)
oldugu dikkat cekmektedir. Bunun yaninda televizyon, radyo, kaset gibi daha eski teknolojilerin kullanildig
gorilmektedir. Radyo, kaset ve televizyon ile baslayan uzaktan egitim faaliyetleri, iletisim teknolojisindeki hizli
gelismelerle gilinimiizde web tabanli 6grenme ortamlarinda yiritilen sirece, video ve animasyonlarla
desteklenen 6gretim etkinliklerine dontismistiir. Tezlerin %63,4’inde uzaktan egitimin gergeklestirilecegi bir
web tabani olusturulmustur. Bu bulgu uzaktan egitimde yeni model ve tasarimlarin olusturulmasi agisindan

onemli ve olumlu goriilmektedir.

Tezlerde Kullanilan Arastirma Desenleri

Yiksek lisans ve doktora diizeyindeki uzaktan egitim tezlerinde kullanilan arastirma desenleri Tablo 3’te
gosterilmigtir.

Tablo 3. Uzaktan Egitim Alaninda Yapilan Tezlerde Kullanilan Arastirma Desenleri.

Arastirma Deseni Frekans Oran
Deney 55 37,9
Model Tasarimi 85 58,6
Tarama 4 2,7
Durum Caligsmasi 1 0,7
TOPLAM 145 100,0

Tablo 3 incelendiginde arastirma kapsamina alinan tezlerde en fazla model tasarimi arastirma deseninin (f=85)
kullanildigi gérilmektedir. Deneysel desenin % 37.9 oraninda kullanildigi gorilmektedir (f=55). Tarama modelinin
ve durum c¢alismasinin kullanildigi calismalar sonucunda uzaktan egitime yonelik bir tasarim gelistirilen tezlerin

de mevcut oldugu goriilmektedir.
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Sekil 5. Tezlerde Kullanilan Arastirma Desenlerinin Yillara Gére Dagilimi.

Sekil 5 incelendiginde tamamlanan tezlerde kullanilan arastirma desenlerinin yillar baglaminda bakildiginda
deneysel desenin 2001, 2002, 2003, 2009, 2011 yillari haricinde her yil tercih edildigi gorilmektedir. Model
tasarimi arastirmalarin 2001 yilindan itibaren 2004 yili haricinde her yil gerceklestigi gorilmektedir. Literatlr
tarama yontemine bagh olarak mevcut alanyazindan faydalanarak ortaya konulan modelleri iceren tezler de
bulunmaktadir. Az sayidaki literatiir tarama yodnteminin ise yalnizca 2008, 2009, 2013 ve 2014 yillarinda
kullanildigi goériilmektedir.

Tezlerde Kullanilan Veri Toplama Teknikleri

incelenen tezlerde kullanilan veri toplama teknikleri Tablo 4’te verilmistir. Bazi tezlerde birden fazla veri toplama

teknigi kullanildig icin toplam veri toplama teknigi sayisi tez sayisini gegmistir.

Tablo 4. Tezlerde Kullanilan Veri Toplama Teknikleri.

Veri Toplama Teknigi Frekans Oran

Anket 85 78,0

Basari Testi 51 46,8

Gorugme 37 33,9

Odak Grup Gorusmesi 5 4,6

Delphi 4 3,7

Go6zlem Formu 5 4,6

Dokiiman inceleme 5 4,6
TOPLAM 192

Tablo 4 incelendiginde nicel yontemin uygulandigi tezlerde ¢ogunlukla anketlerin (f=85) kullanildig
gorilmektedir. Nicel yontemlerden biri olan basari testlerinin de en ¢ok kullanilan (f=51) ikinci veri toplama
teknigi oldugu gorilmektedir. Bu bulgu bazi tezlerde uzaktan egitim ile ilgili deneysel islemin ya da tasarimin
basariya etki edip etmediginin de arastirildigini géstermektedir. Diger yandan nitel ve karma yontemde ise
verilerin daha ¢ok gorismeyle (f=37) toplandig dikkati cekmektedir. Veri toplama teknikleri arasinda en kolay
yollardan biri ankettir. Arastirmaciya uygulama kolayligi ve zaman agisindan tasarruf sagladigi icin anketin yogun
olarak kullanildigi dustndlebilir. Erdem Aydin ve digerlerinin (2019) yaptigl calismada benzer bir bulguyla

karsilasilmaktadir.
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Tezlerin Katimcilara Gore Dagilimi

Yiiksek lisans ve doktora dizeyindeki uzaktan egitim tezlerinde tercih edilen 6rneklem grubu Tablo 5’te

verilmistir.

Tablo 5. Verilerin Toplandigi Katimci Grubu.

Katilimci Grubu Frekans Oran
Universite Ogrencileri 72 49,7
Temel Egitim Ogrencileri 15 10,3
Ogretim Elemanlari 27 18,6
Ogretmenler 7 4,8
Ozel ihtiyaci Olan Ogrenciler 8 5,5
Ebeveynler 9 6,2
Diger 7 4,9
TOPLAM 145 100,0

Tablo 5 incelendiginde, arastirmacilarin en ¢ok sectikleri 6rneklem grubunun Universite 6grencileri (f=72) oldugu
goriilmektedir. Universite 6grencilerinin ardindan en ¢ok tercih edilen &rneklem gruplar &gretim elemanlari
(f=27), temel egitim (ilkokul / ortaokul / lise) 6grencileri (f=15), ebeveynler (f=9), 6zel ihtiyaci olan 6grenciler (f=8)

ve 6gretmenler (f=7) oldugu gorilmustar.

Tezlerin Ornekleme Yontemine Gore Dagilimi

Tablo 6. Tezlerde Kullanilan Ornekleme Yéntemleri.

Ornekleme Yontemi Frekans Oran
Amach 65 44,8
Ornekleme Yok 59 40,7
Basit Tesadiifi 13 9,0
Kolay Ornekleme 2 1,4
Kartopu 6 4,1
TOPLAM 145 100,0

Tablo 6'da gorildiigu gibi arastirma kapsamindaki tezler igerisinde en fazla kullanilan 6rnekleme yéntemi amagli
orneklemedir (f=65). Herhangi bir drnekleme kullaniimayan tezlerin orani %40,7’dir (f=59). BazI tezlerde
orneklem secilmemesinin sebebi olarak bu ¢alismalarda teorik olarak uzaktan egitim modeli gelistirilmis olmasi
ve herhangi bir uygulama yapilmamasi gosterilebilir. Hedef kitlenin belirli niteliklerde olmasi ve arastirma
konusunun derinlemesine incelenmesi istendiginde amacli 6érnekleme yontemi tercih edilmektedir. Tezler
incelendiginde onemli sayida c¢alismada (f=59) o6rnekleme yonteminin kullaniimadigi veya belirtilmedigi
gorlilmustir. Nicel calismalarda bulgularin evreni temsil etmesi icin gerekli olan tesadifi 6rnekleme yonteminin

yalnizca 13 ¢alismada kullanildigl tespit edilmistir.
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Tezlerin Kullanilan iletisim Sekline Gére Dagilimi
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Sekil 6. Tezlerin Kullanilan iletisim Sekline Gére Dagilhmi.

Sekil 6’da calisma kapsamindaki tezlerde kullanilan iletisim sekilleri yer almaktadir. Buna gore en fazla kullanilan
iletisim sekli %50,3 ile asenkron iletisimdir (f=73). Tezlerin %30,3’linde asenkron ve senkron iletisim birlikte

kullanilmigtir. Tezlerin %14,4’(inde herhangi bir iletisim tirt kullanildigina iliskin bir bulguya rastlanmamistir.

Tezlerin Ogretim Programi Hazirlanma Durumuna Gére Dagilimi

= Yok = Var

Sekil 7. Tezlerin Ogretim Programi Hazirlama Durumuna Gére Dagilimi

Sekil 7’de arastirma kapsamina alinan tezlerde 6gretim programi hazirlama durumlari yer almaktadir. Buna gore
tezlerin sadece %27,58’inde 6gretim programi hazirlanmistir. Lee ve Rha (2009: 372) uzaktan egitim sirecinde
en 6nemli degiskenin 6gretim programi oldugunu belirtmektedir (Akt: Azizoglu, 2021: 240). Uzaktan egitimde
O0gretim programi hazirlama uzun ve dikkatli bir siire¢ gerektirmektedir. Uzaktan egitimin sonunda programin
etkili olup olmadigi da sorgulanmaldir. Programin aksayan yonleri tespit edilmeli gerekli diizenlemeler

yapiimalidir. incelenen diger tezlerde (f=105) yeni bir 6gretim programi hazirlanmamistir.
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Tezlerin Kullanilan Veri Analiz Teknigine Gore Dagilimi
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Sekil 8. Tezlerin Kullanilan Veri Analiz Teknigine Gére Dagilimi.

Sekil 8'de tezlerin kullanilan veri analiz teknigine gore dagilimi sunulmustur. Tezlerde en sik kullanilan veri analiz

teknigi iliskisiz t testidir (f=46). Bu bulguyu sirasiyla icerik analizi (f=39) ve betimsel analiz (f=37) izlemektedir.

Tezlerin Konularina Gére Dagilimi
Arastirma kapsamindaki uzaktan egitim tezlerinin konularini gére dagilimi Tablo 7’de verilmistir.

Tablo 7. Arastirma Kapsamindaki Tezlerin Konularina Gore Dagilimi.

Konu Frekans Oran
Akademik basari 57 39,3
Tasarim memnuniyeti 31 21,4
Motivasyon 14 9,6
Ogretimin etkililigi 12 8,3
Tasarim ilkeleri 11 7,6
Diger 12 8,3
Yok 8 5,5
TOPLAM 145 100,0

Tablo 7 incelendiginde en ¢ok yer alan konunun (f=57) akademik basari oldugu goriilmektedir. Daha sonra tasarim
memnuniyetinin (f=31) incelendigi dikkati cekmektedir. Bu bulgularin nedeni gelistirilen modellerin hedef kitlenin
basarisina ne olgclide etki ettigi ve 6rneklemde yer alan bireylerin uzaktan egitim tasarimindan ne derece
memnuniyet duyduklarinin arastiriimasidir. Uglincii sirada da motivasyona (f=12) yénelik calismalarin yapildigi
gorilmektedir. Sirasiyla sonrasinda da 6gretimin etkililigi (f=12) baglaminda ele alan ¢alismalar ve tasarim ilkeleri

(f=11) konulari incelenmistir. “Diger” bashgi altinda ise tutum, basari, topluluk hissi algisi vb. (f=12) konular yer

almaktadir.
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Sekil 9. Uzaktan Egitim Alaninda Yapilan Tezlerdeki Konularin Tez Tiirline Gore Dagilimi.

Sekil 9’da tezlerdeki konularin tez tiirline gore dagilimi gorilmektedir. Grafik incelendiginde yiiksek lisans (%27,7)
ve doktora (%13,9) tezlerinde akademik basariya daha fazla yogunlasildigi ikinci olarak da tasarim memnuniyetine
odaklanildigi gérilmektedir.

10

z 2\
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=== Akaclemik Basarl === Tasarim Memnuniyeti ==@==Motivasyon
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Sekil 10. Uzaktan egitim alaninda yapilan tezlerde yer alan konularin yillara gére dagilimi.

Sekil 10’da arastirma kapsamindaki tezlerde yer alan konularin yillar baglaminda degerlendirilmesi verilmistir.
incelendiginde akademik basarinin ¢cok 2008, 2014 ve 2021 yillarinda yer aldigi goriilmektedir. 2007, 2009 ve
2011 yillarinda galisilma sikliginin azaldigi gérilmistir. Tasarim memnuniyetinin ise en ¢ok 2006, 2012 ve 2016
yillarinda yer aldigi goriilse de kesin bir artis ya da azalistan s6z edilememektedir. Motivasyon en ¢ok 2021 yilinda,
ogretimin etkililiginin en ¢ok 2012 yilinda incelendigi ancak dizenli bir sekilde ele alinmadigi gorilmustdr.

Ogretimin etkililigi ise en cok 2014 yilinda incelenmis ve diizenli olarak incelenmeye devam ettigi gériilmektedir.
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SONUC ve TARTISMA

Bu arastirmada 1985-2021 yillari arasinda uzaktan egitim modelinin tasarlandigi ve gelistirildigi tezler gesitli
degiskenler agisindan incelenmistir. Arastirma kapsamindaki tezlerin zaman igerisinde konu, alan, ydntem,
kullanilan teknolojiler, iletisim sekilleri, rneklem grubu gibi pek ¢ok degisken agisindan gesitlendigi ve uzaktan
egitimin bu calismalarla birlikte gelisimini stirdiirdiigli anlasiimaktadir. Arastirma sonucunda yulksek lisans
tezlerinin doktora tezlerinden sayica fazla oldugu ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu sonug Gokmen ve digerleri (2017) ile Davies
ve digerlerinin (2010) arastirma sonuglariyla uyumludur. Bu sonucun nedeni olarak yiksek lisans programlarinin

doktora programlarindan fazla olmasi gosterilebilir.

Deneysel desene sahip ve uzaktan egitim tasarimina dayali tezlerin 2006 yilindan itibaren dizenli bir sekilde
arttigl belirlenmistir. 2014 ve 2021 yillari bu konudaki tezlerin en fazla yapildigi yillar olmustur. Teknolojinin
surekli gelisimine paralel olarak, egitim teknolojisindeki gelismelerin de bu tiir galismalara yol agtigl ve bununla
birlikte 2019 yilinin sonuna dogru ortaya ¢ikan Covid-19 pandemisinin 2021 yilinin bu alanda en fazla tezin
uretildigi yil olmasina neden oldugu distiniimektedir. Davies ve digerleri (2010), Bozkurt ve digerleri (2015) ve
Erdem Aydin ve digerlerinin (2019) yaptiklari calismalarda uzaktan egitim alaninda yapilmis arastirmalarda nicel

yontemin agirhikl oldugunu belirlemislerdir.

Arastirma kapsamina alinan tezlerin énemli bir boliminin egitim alaninda yapildigi tespit edilmistir. Bu tezlerin
dil egitim/6gretimi (f=16), 6zel egitim (f=8), egitim yonetimi (f=8), mesleki egitim (f=6), matematik egitimi (f=4),
hizmetici egitim (f=4), yaygin egitim (f=3), mizik egitimi (f=3) ve diger egitim (f=12) alanlarinda gergeklestirildigi
gorilmektedir. Ancak uygulama gerektiren alanlarda yapilan tezlerin (mesleki egitim, muzik egitimi vb.) teorik

alanlarda yapilan tezlere nazaran daha az oldugu goézlemlenmektedir.

incelenen tezlerin &nemli bir bélimiiniin web tabanh (f=92) oldugu tespit edilmistir. Ogretimin video (f=83) ve
animasyon (f=51) destekli oldugu tezlerin sayisi dikkat cekmektedir. Herhangi bir teknolojinin kullanilmadigi
arastirmalarin, ilgili yillarda mevcut olan uzaktan egitim teknolojileri gercevesinde teorik olarak Uretildigi

distnllmektedir. Yillar icerisinde uzaktan egitimde teknoloji kullaniminin gittikge arttig tespit edilmistir.

Uzaktan egitim uygulamalarina bakildiginda en sik kullanilan iletisim seklinin asenkron iletisim oldugu tespit
edilmistir (f=73). Asenkron ve senkron iletisimin birlikte kullanildigi tezler de o6nemli sayidadir (f=44).
Arastirmacilarin bir 6gretim programi hazirlayarak uygulama yaptig! tezlerin %27,58 oraninda oldugu tespit

edilmistir.

Uzaktan egitim uygulamalarinin ve ortaya konulan uzaktan egitim modellerinin etkisini arastirmak i¢in kullanilan
veri toplama tekniklerinin basinda anket, basari testi ve gorlisme teknikleri gelmektedir. Cesitli arastirmalarda
da ayni tekniklerin sikhkla kullanildigi belirlenmistir (Erdem Aydin vd., 2019); Bozkaya vd., 2012; Bozkurt vd. 2015;
Davies vd., 2010). Anket, 6lcek ve basari testleri ile daha hizli ve kolay bir bicimde veri toplamak mimkin oldugu

icin arastirmacilarin bu teknikleri tercih ettigi soylenebilir. Bu tekniklerin yaninda siirece dayali verilerin
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toplanabilmesini miimkiin kilan baska tekniklerin kullanilmasi énerilebilir. Béylece sadece sonuca yénelik degil
sirecin saghkh yuriayldp yirimedigine iliskin bilgiler elde edilebilir. Katilimcilari belirlemede kullanilan
yontemlerin basinda ise amacgh ornekleme gelmektedir. “Nitel arastirmalar genellikle amacgh bir sekilde
belirlenmis az sayida 6rneklemle yuritilir” (Baltaci, 2018: 237). “Arastirmanin amaglarini karsilayan, detayli veri
sunabilecek kitleye ulasabilmek icin amagli 6rnekleme tercih edilmektedir” (Coyne, 1997). Gokmen ve digerleri
(2017) “egitimin etkililiginin test edildigi deneysel modele dayal tezlerde, arastirmacilarin uzaktan egitim alan
Ogrencileri yonlendirmesi nedeniyle calismanin hazir gruplar Uzerinden vyiritilmus olabilecegini” ifade

etmektedir.

Tezlerde en fazla kullanilan veri analiz teknikleri iliskisiz t testi (f=46), icerik analizi (f=39) ve betimsel analiz (f=37)
olmustur. Tezlerde en fazla ele alinan konularin akademik basari (f=57) ve tasarim memnuniyeti (f=31) oldugu
belirlenmistir. incelenen tezlerde arastirmacilarin daha cok &gretim uygulamalarinin ve uzaktan egitim
tasarimlarinin 6grenci basarisina etkisine ve tasarimin kullanishligina odaklandiklari ifade edilebilir. Ek olarak
Ogrenenlerin tutum ve motivasyonlari da aragtirmalara konu olmustur. Uzaktan egitim calismalarinin akademik
basariya olan etkisi en fazla 2008, 2014 ve 2021 yillarinda incelenmistir. Bu artisin diizenli bir sekilde oldugu tespit
edilmistir. 2000’li yillarla beraber egitim teknolojisindeki yenilikler ve Covid-19 pandemisinin bu sonuca yol actigi

disinilmektedir.
ONERILER

Bu calismanin konusu ile ilgili olarak, uzaktan egitimde yasanan teknolojik gelismelere ragmen psikomotor
becerilerin agirlikh olarak kullanildigi alanlarda deneysel calismalarin ve model tasarimlarinin azhigi dikkat
¢ekmektedir. Bu nedenle alan egitimine 6zgi deneysel ¢calismalarin ve tasarim ile ilgili daha fazla arastirmanin
ozellikle mizik, resim ve beden egitimi gibi psikomotor becerilerin Ust diizeyde oldugu alanlarin ve diger alanlarin

uzaktan 6gretimine katki saglayacagi dusinilmektedir.

Bu arastirmada deneysel modele dayanan ve tasarima yonelik olan uzaktan egitim ile ilgili lisanlsti tezler
incelenmistir. Uzaktan egitim tezlerinin farkli yonlerine odaklanan g¢alismalarin yapilmasinin, uzaktan egitimin

niteliginin artmasinda rol oynayabilecegi diistiniilmektedir.

Ogretim programi hazirlanarak uygulama yapilan tezlerin azhigi dikkat cekmektedir. Uzaktan egitimde dgretimin
siirece gore planlanarak program dahilinde yuratilmesi cok 6nemlidir. Clinki mevcut 6gretim programi uzaktan
egitime elverisli olmayabilir. Bu durumda egitimci, 6gretim programini uzaktan egitimin sekli, icerigi, stresi,

ogrenci profili, kullanilacak olan teknolojiler gibi pek cok degiskene gore sekillendirmelidir.
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ETiK METNi

Bu makalede dergi yazim kurallarina, yayin ilkelerine, arastirma ve yayin etigi kurallarina, dergi etik kurallarina
uyulmustur. Makale ile ilgili dogabilecek her tirli ihlallerde sorumluluk yazara aittir. Bu ¢alisma etik kurul izni

gerektirmeyen calismadir.

Yazar(lar)in Katki Orani: Bu arastirmada yazarin katki orani %100’dr.
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