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ABSTRACT

It is seen that child abuse is experienced intensely all over the world. Research on the cause of
child abuse and what can be done has gained momentum.The aim of this study was to
investigate factors predicting the risk that parents of children aged 0-6 years would abuse their
children. The sample 350 consisted of parents of children aged 0-6 years living in Turkey's central
provinces. We recruited 350 parents, but 97 were excluded from the sample because they did
not meet eligibility criteria, leaving a final sample of 253 parents. Parents completed the Child
Abuse Potential Inventory and the data were analyzed with independent-samples t-tests and
one-way analysis of variance. We found that parents’ abuse potential was related to their
educational background, employment status and sector of work, but not the gender of the
parent, the age or gender of their children or their city of residence. Mothers working as teachers
had lower potential for abuse than non-working mothers, indicating that pedagogical training
helps to reduce in the risk that parents will abuse their young children. The abuse potential of the
parents varied according to the line of business they were employed. Considering that especially
teacher mothers have low abuse potential compared to mothers who are not working, it makes
us think that having a pedagogical formation is a determining factor in this low potential. In line
with these results, parents can be educated about how they can be more effective in treating
their abusive behavior, and their awareness can be increased. Campaigns to increase the
awareness level in the society can be spread.
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INTRODUCTION

Child abuse and neglect can be defined as all actions or failures to act directed at a child by an adult - such as a
parent or guardian - that are, according to social rules or formal professional codes, improper or harmful and
preventing or restricting the development of the child. Child abuse and neglect result in physical, psychological,
sexual or social harm to the child and put his or her health and safety at risk (Taner & Gokler, 2004). Child
abuse is a worldwide problem and rates are increasing rapidly, so urgent action is needed. The World Health
Organisation (WHO) defines child abuse as any behaviour affecting the physical, emotional, and psycho-social
development of a young person under the age of 18 years (WHO, 2006). Although research on child abuse in
Turkey started in the 1980s, the number of children injured or killed as a result of violence and the number of
sexually abused children is increasing day by day. The negative consequences of abuse as a result of concealed,

not being reported or rejected abuse cases increased the severity (Atalay, 2006).

It is claimed that because young children (0-6 years) are strongly affected by their environment, abuse at this
age will cause behavioural disorders, mental disorders, and adjustment disorders during adulthood. It has been
suggested that victims of child abuse become insensitive to their environment and lack empathy and go on to
have problems with dependence on themselves and others, meeting emotional needs and vulnerability and are
at increased risk of abusing their own children (Korkmazlar Oral, Engin, & Blylkyazici, 2010). There is,
however, no simple explanation of why people physically abuse or neglect children. Many researchers agree
that etiological factors associated with parents, children and the environment are effective in the development
of abuse and neglect (Taner & Gokler, 2004). Given the prevalence and consequences of child abuse, a better
understanding of the processes that increase parents' likelihood of being physically abusive would benefit
preventative practices (McGoron, Riley, & Scaramella, 2020). Accordingly, a study by the Turkish Prime
Minister’s Family Research Institution found that 46% of children experienced neglect or abuse and another
Turkey-wide study found that 45% of children experienced neglect or abuse (Bahar, Savas & Bahar, 2009). An
American study conducted in 2003 reported that approximately 1% of children were abused and 1.5% were
neglected, but suggested that these rates represented just the tip of the iceberg (Dubowitz, 2005). Younger
children are most at risk of abuse. Two studies reported that one third of cases involved children aged less than
six months, one third involved children aged between 6 months and 3 years and one third involved children
older than 3 years (Rimsza, et al., 2002; Tercier, 2008). The possibility of being abused reduces significantly
after the age of 12 years (Jain, 1999). Most child abuse occurs in the family environment and parents from any
kind of socioeconomic and educational background may abuse their children (Demirkapi, 2013). It has been
stated that parents’ attitude and approach to raising their children are one amongst the main predictors of
child abuse potential. It has been asserted that the psychological characteristics of individuals’ relationships
with their parents during their adolescence are amongst the main predictors of their approach to parenting

and potential to abuse their own children (Polat, 2000).
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Predicting the likelihood a parent will become physically abusive, known as one’s child abuse potential, is
complex. Interpersonal and intrapersonal characteristics, such as rigidity, personal distress, and family
problems, have been identified in abusive parents as contributing to one’s child abuse potential (Milner 1994).
The overwhelming majority of child abuse (95%) is perpetrated by the parents of the child. Although parents of
any ethnic, geographic, religious, educational, professional or socio-economic status may abuse their children,
parents from socio-economically disadvantaged groups are more likely to do so (Yalgin, Kogcak, & Duman,
2014). There is limited evidence that mothers and fathers differ in their child abuse potential (Beyazit & Ayhan,
2019). It has been argued that the traditional family structure of Turkish society means that fathers are more
exposed to socioeconomic stress than mothers, as they are expected to be the breadwinner and earn enough
to meet the basic needs of the family (Zeybekoglu, 2013). Women are responsible for more abuse than men as
they are usually primarily responsible for child care. However, if the father is at home, and particularly if he is
unemployed, the father is more likely to abuse than the mother (Yalgin, et al., 2014). Giiler, Uzun, Boztas and
Aydogan (2002) investigated emotional and physical abuse and neglect by mothers in Sivas, a city in central
Turkey. They administered a questionnaire, developed on the basis of literature on parental abuse, to 143
mothers, using the face to face method. They found that 53.8% of mothers slapped their child, 23.2% of them
beat or pinched their child, and 87.4% had committed at least one act of physical abuse or negligence. It has
been stated that the educational background of parents determines both the risk of abuse and the
psychological impact of the abuse (Simsek & Gengoglan, 2014). Several studies have reported that the level of
abuse of their children decreases, as the education level of the parents increases (Aktas, 2011; Isikhan &
Yildirnm, 2006; Simsek & Gengoglan, 2014). Girls (52%) are more likely to be abused than boys (48%)
(Alexander, 1997; Jain, 1999). The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF, 2010) reported that girls aged 7-14
years were most likely to be physically abused by their mothers, fathers, teachers, friends and older siblings, in
that order, whereas boys were most likely to be physically abused by friends, teachers, fathers, older siblings
and strangers. This report suggested that mothers rarely physically abuse their sons; it seems that mothers are
more tolerant towards boys. Child abuse potential refers to characteristics and practices closely linked to child
abuse (McGoron, Riley, & Scaramella, 2020). On such a continuum, physical discipline represents one end with
child abuse on the other. Excessive, harsh discipline use approaches the abusive endpoint, and child abuse
potential estimates the likelihood a parent will progress along this continuum toward that abusive endpoint
(Rodriguez, 2016). Child abuse potential is associated with more frequent use of harsh physical aggression
tactics during discipline encounters (Rodriguez 2010). Respondents scoring high in child abuse potential are

also more likely to display coercive parenting styles (Haskett et al. 1995; Margolin et al. 2003).

The Child Abuse Potential Inventory (CAPI) is a well-validated screening tool for assessing potential for child
abuse, and has been translated into numerous languages (Al Abduwani, Sidebotham, Al Saadoon, Al Lawati, &
Barlow, 2017). The CAPI has been extensively used in cross-cultural research (Milner and Crouch, 2012),
translated versions of the tool were found from Spain (de Paul, Arruabarrena, & Milner, 1991); Croatia (Pecnik

& Ajdukovic, 1995); Greece (Diareme, Tsiantis, & Tsitoura, 1997); Argentina (Bringiotti, Barbich, & de Pall,
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1998); Chile (Haz & Ramirez, 1998); Finland (Haapasalo & Aaltonen, 1999); the Chinese population in Hong
Kong (Chan, Lam, Chun, & Ernest So, 2006); Belgium (Grietens, De Haene, & Uyttebroek, 2007); Germany
(Spangler, Bovenschen, Globisch, Krippl, & Ast-Scheitenberger, 2009); Japan (Kawarama, Takahashi, Akiyama,
Sasaki, & Kako, 2009); Thailand (Sawasdipanich, Srisuphan, Yenbut, Tiansawad, & Humphreys, 2010); Turkey
(Kutsal et al., 2011); Venezuela (Gamez & Hernandez, 2015); Italy (Miragole, Camisasca, & Di Blasio, 2015) and
Oman (Al Abduwani, Sidebotham, Al Saadoon, Al Lawati, & Barlow, 2017). The way in which Turkey’s current
geopolitical status influences the prevalence of the various forms of child abuse in the country remains unclear.
Turkey acts as a bridge between Asia and Europe and between Eastern and Western cultures, furthermore in
the context of conflicts it is a buffer state. The potential for abuse of children living in this country, which has
an average population of 82 million (Turkish Statistical Institute, 2019) and where cultural transitions are
frequently experienced by migrants, has been the subject of research interest. As a result of Turkey’s unique
position we were interested in investigating the various variables that influence the probability that a parent of
children aged 0-6 years in Turkey will abuse his or her children. In this context, the research was conducted in

line with the following sub-problems:

- Do parents' measures of abuse differ according to the gender of the children?

- Do parents 'measures of abuse differ according to the parents' gender?

- Do parents' measures of abuse differ according to the age of the children?

- Do parents' measures of abuse differ according to the education level of the parents?
- Do parents 'measures of abuse differ according to the parents' employment status?

- Do parents' abuse measures differ according to the city they live in?

METHOD

This section contains information about the population of interest, the sample, research model, and techniques

used for collection and analysis of data.
Research Model

This survey study examined the relationship between child demographic factors and parental abuse. The main
purpose of surveys is to characterize a population with respect to the distribution of one or more variables

(e.g., age, attitudes toward school) (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2008).

The study was found ethically appropriate at the meeting of Nigde Omer Halisdemir University Ethics
Committee Commission dated 02.11.2020 and numbered 2020/10-02 (Document Date and Number:
05.11.2020-E.50031).
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Participants

Convenience sampling was used to recruit participants. Researchers in education, psychology, medicine, and
many other disciplines often use convenience sampling instead of random sampling. A convenience
sample is not randomly drawn from a well-defined population; it consists of participants who can be reached
easily by the researcher (Warner, 2008). Our sample consisted of parents of children aged 0-6 years (164 girls,
186 boys) living in Turkey's central provinces (Adana, Adiyaman, Aydin, Gaziantep, Hatay, istanbul,
Kahramanmaras, Kayseri, Konya, Nigde, Osmaniye, Samsun). The participants were recruited from the general
population based on their availability or ease of access through face-to-face contact. Participation was
voluntary. Although we initially recruited 350 parents, data from 97 parents (84 mother, 13 father) were
excluded from the study because of determined the incomplete data and inconsistent scale index during the
control of the assumptions of analysis. The demographic information of the participants with whom the study

was conducted is given in table 1.

Tablo 1. Demographic Information of Participants

Gender of children Gender of parents Age
Girl: 120 Mother: 213 1:18
Boy: 133 Father: 40 2:27
3:36
4:54
5:64
6: 54
Level of education of the mothers  Level of education of the fathers City
Primary school: 67 Primary school: 51 Adana: 51
Elementary school: 35 Elementary school: 15 Adiyaman: 16
Highschool: 57 Highschool: 73 Aydin: 4
University: 94 University: 114 Gaziantep: 23
Hatay: 9
Mothers' occupational status Fathers' occupational status istanbul: 4
Housewife: 164 Teacher: 39 Nigde: 52
Teacher: 43 Tradesman: 137 Kahramanmaras: 13
Engineer: 3 Engineer: 10 Kayseri: 25
Worker: 43 Worker: 67 Konya: 32
Osmaniye: 19
Samsun: 5

Data Collection Tools

Family information form for parents

This was developed by the researcher and consisted of questions about the parent’s gender, level of education,

employment status and place of residence and questions about the age and gender of his or her children.
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Child Abuse Potential Inventory (CAPI)

The CAPI was first asserted by Joel S. Milner in 1976 and was published in 1979 by Milner and Wimberley in the
Journal of Clinical Psychology under the headline of An Inventory for Determining the Child Abusers (e.g.,
Kutsal, 2004). The CAPI is an inventory consisting of 160 dichotomous (agree/disagree) items designed to
predict familial risk in cases where child physical abuse is suspected (Milner, 1980). It consists of 10 scales. The
Children's Physical Abuse scale (77 items) measures physical abuse by the respondent. Six of the remaining
scales measure factors related to abuse: Stress scale (36 items), Unhappiness scale (11 items), Problems
Related to Child and Self scale (6 items), Family-Related Problems (4 items), Problems Related to Others Scale
(6 items) and three were designed to assess the validity of responses: Lie scale (18 items), Random Response
scale (18 items), and Inconsistency scale (20 items) (Milner, 1980; Kutsal, 2004). The items related to each
subscales are distributed mixed in the Inventory. The recommended response time is 12-20 minutes (Kutsal,
2004). Scores are calculated according to a chart attached to the Inventory (for example, an “agree” response
to question 5 scores 14 points, whereas a “disagree” response to question 3 scores 1 point). The main clinical
scale is the Physical Abuse scale consisting of 77 items. High scores on this scale indicate that the respondent
has a high potential for child abuse. The maximum Physical Abuse score is 215 and respondents who scores
over 166 are defined as a risky group with high abuse potential. A Turkish adaptation of the CAPI was produced
by Oner and Sucuoglu (1994) and validated by Kutsal (2004). The reliability coefficient of the original Physical
Abuse scale was .95, in Kutsal’s validation of the Turkish version if was .95 and in our sample it was .90. The
reliability coefficients of the original versions of the other scales ranged from .54 to .95. The standard limit

scores for the various CAPI scales are given in Table 2.

Tablo 2. The Standart Maximum Scores Related to the Abuse and the Other Subscales

Subscales Standart maximum scores
Abuse 166

Stress 152

Rigidity 30

Unhappiness 23

Problems Related to Child and Self Scale 11

Family Related Problems 18

Problems Related to Others 20

Data Collection and Analysis

Written consent to using the scale was provided by the author of the CAPI. Participants were given information
about the study and told participation was voluntary and that they could withdraw at any time without
consequence. The statistical analysis was carried out by using SPSS 18.0. Abuse scores were calculated using a
CAPI scoring scheme obtained from the developer of the scale through correspondence. The CAPI Lie scale was
developed to assess the propensity of respondents to give false responses to items on the Physical Abuse scale

in order to portray themselves in a more socially acceptable light. As some individuals were found to responds
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randomly because of they were illiterate, could not understand the questions and responses or for other
reasons, a Random Response scale was developed to detect respondents who gave random answers (Milner
and Robertson 1985). Two studies found that the Lie scale accurately detected more than 90% of false, socially
acceptable responses (Miller and Crouch 1997; Robertson and Miller 1985, cited in Hogan, Myers and Elswick
2005). After the control of the assumptions, the scores of the CAPI's subscales such as lie scale, random
response scale, and inconsistency scale and indexes derived from these subscales were calculated with through
the syntax. The aim was to identify individuals who had provided false, random or inconsistent responses and
remove them from the sample to avoid generating misleading results. Thus 95 individuals were removed on the
basis of their scores on the Random Response scale and a further 2 individuals were removed because their
Physical Abuse score was over 215 and their showing oneself worse index was high. The final sample comprised

253 parents.

As preliminary tests confirmed that the data were normally distributed parametric techniques were used in the
rest of the statistical analyses. Independent samples t-tests were used to determine whether parental or child
gender affected abuse potential. One-way ANOVA was used to determine whether abuse potential was
affected by area of residence, child’s age, parent’s educational background and parent’s occupational status.
Post hoc assessment of omnibus effects was carried out using the Scheffe test (where the group variances were
equal) or Dunnett’s C-test (where the group variances were not equal). In this study, reasons for choosing the
Scheffe test is performed simultaneous joint pairwise comparisons for all possible pairwise combinations of
means. Can be used to examine all possible linear combinations of group means, not just pairwise comparisons.
Also, reasons for choosing the Dunnett’s C-test is pairwise comparison test based on the studentized range

(IBM Knowledge Center, 2020). The significance level was set at .05 in all analyses.

FINDINGS (RESULTS)

The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was used to assess the normality of the distribution of data. The result (p = .865)
indicated that the data were normally distributed and so independent-samples t-tests were used to determine

whether abuse potential was affected by the gender of the parent or child. Results are given in Table 3.

Table 3. T-Test Results of Abuse Points of Parents

Variable N X S sd T p
Gender of children Girl 120 145.07 73.55 251 1.544 12
Boy 133 160.36 82.99
Gender of parents Mother 213 155.80 78.25 251 -1.256 21
Father 40 138.75 81.56
*p<.05

Table 3 shows that abuse potential was not affected by the gender of the child (#(.05;251) = .12, p > .05) or
parent (t(.05;251) =.21, p > .05).
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We also used analysis of variance to determine whether abuse potential was affected by the child’s age or the

parent’s educational level, occupational status or city of residence. Results are given in Tables 4a and 4b.

Table 4a. Descriptive Statistics of Parents' Abuse Scores

Variable n X S
Age 1 18 165.05 89.38
2 27 138.11 71.16
3 36 180.52 99.67
4 54 146.01 83.94
5 64 153.84 69.06
6 54 144.57 66.73
Level of education of the mothers  Primary school 67 174.19 82.72
Elementary school 35 185.37 79.83
Highschool 57 148.84 70.20
University 94 128.65 73.30
Mothers' occupational status Housewife 164 162.09 78.12
Teacher 43 122.55 80.32
Engineer 3 134.66 116.44
Worker 43 150.67 72.35
Level of education of the fathers Primary school 51 176.37 73.84
Elementary school 15 187.40 80.15
Highschool 73 157.16 76.84
University 114 135.59 78.61
Fathers' occupational status Engineer 10 100.30 53.24
Teacher 39 125.15 74.31
Worker 67 162.34 68.85
Tradesman 137 160.40 83.48
City Nigde 52 136.17 74.00
Konya 32 177.03 96.24
Kayseri 25 140.60 70.65
Samsun 5 117.20 45.12
istanbul 4 108.25 77.18
Aydin 4 150.00 74.94
Adana 51 153.68 79.10
Osmaniye 19 161.73 97.97
Hatay 9 146.11 78.44
Kahramanmaras 13 197.46 60.60
Gaziantep 23 150.39 77.03
Adiyaman 16 162.81 56.64

Table 4b. One-Way ANOVA Results of Parents' Abuse Scores

Variable Source of Sum of sd Squares F p Significant
variance squares average difference
Age Intergroup 42389.695 3 8477.939 1.373 .235
Within Groups  1525235.206 249 6175.041
Total 1567624.901 252
Level of Intergroup 123445.567 3 41148.522 7.095 .000* primary school
education of Within Groups  1444179.334 249 5799.91 >university
the mothers  Total 1567624.901 252
1396 Uysal Bayrak, H. (2020). An Examination of Various Variables of Parents’ Child Abuse Potential,
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Mothers' Intergroup 54659.749 3 18219.916 2.999  .031* housewife>teacher
occupational Within Groups 1512965.152 249 6076.165
status Total 1567624.901 252
Level of Intergroup 81401.914 3 27133.971 4.546 .004* primary school
education of Within Groups 1486222.988 249 5968.767 >university
the fathers Total 1567624.901 252
Fathers' Intergroup 71379.510 3 23793.170 3.960 .009* tradesman>engineer
occupational Within Groups  1496245.391 249 6009.018 worker>engineer
status Total 1567624.901 252
City Intergroup 80796.240 3 7345.113 1.191 .294

Within Groups  1486828.661 249 6169.414

Total 1567624.901 252
*p<.05

Tables 4a and 4b show that mothers’ abuse potential was affected by their educational level, (F(.05;3,249) =
7.095, p < .05). A post hoc Scheffe test showed that mothers educated to primary level had higher abuse
potential (M = 162.09, SD = 78.12) than mothers with a university degree (M = 122.55, SD = 80.32). Mothers’
abuse potential was also related to their It occupational status (F(.05;3,249) = 2.999, p < .05), post hoc Scheffe
tests showed that homemakers had higher abuse potential (M = 176.37, SD = 82.72) than teachers (M = 128.65,
SD =73.30).

Fathers’ abuse potential was also affected by their educational level (F(.05;3,249) = 4.546, p < .05). A post hoc
Scheffe test showed that fathers educated to primary level had a higher abuse potential (M = 176.37, SD =
73.84) fathers who were university graduates (M = 135.59, SD = 78.61). Fathers’ abuse potential was also
related to their occupational status (F(.05;3,249) = 3.960, p < .05). A post hoc Scheffe test showed that the
abuse potential of fathers who worked as workers (M = 162.34, SD = 68.85) or tradesmen (M = 160.40, SD =
83.48) was higher than that of fathers who worked as engineers (M = 100.30, SD = 53.24). These results
indicate that the likelihood of parents abusing their children is related to their educational level and

occupational status.

Abuse potential was not related to the age of the child (F(.05;3,249) = 1.373, p > .05) or the city in which the
family lived (F(.05;3,249) = 1.191, p > .05).

CONCLUSION, DISCUSSION and RECOMMENDATIONS

This research demonstrated that the child abuse potential of Turkish parents with children aged between 0 and
6 years was related to their level of education and occupation, but not to the age of the child, the family’s city

of residence or the age or gender of the parent or child.

We found not difference between the abuse potential of mothers and fathers, whereas they found that abuse
scores of fathers had higher than mothers. Cetin and Ozozen-Danaci (2016) administered the CAPI to a sample

of 158 parents of children aged 0-6 years who were living in the Diizce province of Turkey. They found that
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parents’ abuse potential was not related to their gender or age. Kubin Mete’s (2015) descriptive study
examined the relationship between mothers’ abuse potential and their levels of perceived stress of mothers,
social isolation and family functioning in a sample of 207 students from the 4th and 5th grades of the primary
and secondary schools in the central district of Sinop and their mothers. It was found that the abuse potential
of mothers did not show a significant difference according to the gender of their children. Yalgin, Kogak and
Duman (2014) investigated how parents’ attitude to child abuse was related to socio- demographic
characteristics of the family and the child in a sample of 107 parents of children attending pre- school
institutions or the first grade of primary school. The parents completed the CAPI, Emotional Abuse Awareness
Scale, and an Interview Form on Parent Discipline Practices. As a result of the research, it was determined that
the abuse scores of the fathers were higher. In this context, when the relevant literature is evaluated together
with the literature, it can be said that parents do not have gender stereotypes, in line with the findings of the
research, that girls are fragile and boys are durable. It is necessary to have a larger and evenly distributed

working group in order to reach a judgement.

Can and Beyazit (2018) explored putative predictors of parental abuse potential in a sample of 214 parents in
Northern Cyprus. They collected data using an adaptation of the CAPI they developed specifically for the study.
They found that parental abuse potential varied systematically with parental gender, educational level and
home ownership status. Fathers were found to be more likely to abuse their children than mothers, and abuse
potential was also higher amongst less educated parents. Sari and Gling6ér Aytar (2015) used the CAPI to
investigate the abuse potential of parents working at law enforcement agencies and to investigate the effects
of a family education program on abuse by parents. They found that law enforcement officers, who are highly
educated and receive regular training, had low sores for abuse potential. Taken together, the results of Aktas
(2011), Isikhan and Yildirim (2006) and Simsek and Gengoglan (2014) show that parents’ abuse potential is
negatively related to their level of education. Our findings are consistent with this earlier research. In this
respect, parents can be trained on how they can be more effective in the treatment of their abusive behaviours
by taking into account that their education level leads to a significant difference in their abuse levels. In this
context, it can be said that as the education level of the parents participating in the study increases, their
knowledge and experience about child development and education increase, they spend more quality time
with their children, they use positive discipline methods in their communication, and therefore, their potential

to abuse their children decreases.

We found that mothers working as teachers had lower abuse potential than non-working mothers. Similarly,
Espinosa, Ruglass, Dambreville, Shevorykin, Nicholson, & Sykes (2017) examined three groups of risk factors for
child abuse potential with the goal of identifying the most prominent indicators in a sample of 170 African-
American and Latina mothers. Specifically, they analyzed the effect of socio-demographic variables (e.g., SES),
child-specific behaviors, maternal trauma and corresponding psychological sequelae on child abuse potential.

Variables from all three groups were significantly associated with child abuse potential with maternal SES,
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alexithymia, depression, and child self-control as well as internalizing behaviors having the largest effects.
Pekdogan (2016) investigated variables related to the abuse potentials of mothers in a sample of 235 mothers
of children aged 4-years in Amasya, who completed the Abuse Awareness Scale-Parent Form and found that
mothers’ abuse potential was negatively related to their age and that working mothers were less likely to
abuse their children less than non-working mothers. Uslu, Kapci, Yildirim and Oney (2010) studied abusive
parental behaviours in a sample of 498 Turkish parents with school-age children. Fathers, non-working
mothers, and parents with low income and low educational status were less aware of the fact that their
children were despised. Beyazit and Ayhan (2019) examined parental abuse potential in a sample from
Northern Cyprus. In their descriptive study abuse potential was related to educational status in both mothers
and fathers and to employment status and occupation. In this context, when the relevant literature is
evaluated together with the literature, it is suggests that pedagogical training makes mothers less likely to

abuse their children.

It should be noted that our study has a number of limitations. All the data were collected using self-report
instruments and parents may have given socially desirable responses. Future studies should use better
measures of child abuse, perhaps including reports from the children themselves. In order to make a clear
judgement about whether the family structure makes a difference to the level of abuse, it would be necessary
to repeat the study with a larger sample by keeping the other variables under control. Additionally, their
awareness regarding this issue can be expanded and the campaigns that raise public consciousness can be
spread throughout the society. The importance of protecting children from abuse and neglect has become
more emphasized. In this context, it is essential that policy makers put in place protection procedures and laws
that deter abusers that address child maltreatment and help prevent abuse. The other limitation is that we
used a convenience sample, which reduces the generalizability of the results. This finding should be confirmed
in a larger sample. Despite these limitations, this study makes an important contribution to understanding of

parental abuse of children because of the unique geopolitical context of Turkey.
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ANNE-BABALARIN COCUK iSTISMARI POTANSIYELININ CESITLi DEGISKENLER
ACISINDAN iNCELENMESI

0z

Tim dlnyada yogun bir sekilde gocuk istismarinin yasandigi gérilmektedir. Bunun nedenine ve
neler yapilabilecegine iliskin arastirmalarin yapimi hiz kazanmistir. Bu arastirmanin amaci 0-6
yaslari arasinda gocuga sahip ebeveynlerin gocuk istismari potansiyelinin gesitli degiskenler
acisindan incelenmesidir. Tarama tiriinde olan bu arastirmanin ¢alisma grubu Tirkiye’nin 12 il
merkezinde yasayan 0-6 yaslari arasinda cocuga (164 kiz, 186 erkek) sahip ebeveynlerden
olusmaktadir. Calisma kapsaminda 350 ebeveyne ulasiimis olmakla beraber analiz varsayimlarinin
kontrolU sirasinda bazi nedenlerle toplam 97 ebeveyne ait veriler arastirmadan gikariimis ve 253
ebeveyn ile calismaya devam edilmistir. Bu arastirmada, ebeveynlere yoénelik arastirmaci
tarafindan hazirlanmis olan Ebeveyn Kisisel Bilgi Formu ve Cocuk istismari Potansiyeli Envanteri
kullaniimigtir. Verilerin istatistiksel ¢oziimlemelerinde iliskisiz 6rneklemler t testi ve tek yonla
varyans analizi kullanilmigtir. Bu arastirmanin sonunda ebeveynlerin istismar potansiyellerinin
ebeveynlerin 6grenim dizeyleri ve is durumlari ile iliskili oldugu; ancak ¢ocugun yasi, yasadiklari
sehir, ebeveynlerin ve cocugun cinsiyeti ile iliskili olmadigi ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ebeveynlerin istismar
potansiyelleri calistiklari is koluna gdre degisiklik gostermistir. Ozellikle dgretmen annelerin
calismayan annelere gore istismar potansiyellerinin diisik oldugu gbz 6nine alindiginda
pedagojik formasyon almanin bu potansiyelin diisiik olmasinda belirleyici etken oldugunu
disindirmektedir. Bu sonuglar dogrultusunda ebeveynlere istismar edici davraniglarinin
sagaltiminda nasil daha etkili olabileceklerine yoénelik egitimler verilebilir, farkindaliklari
arttinilabilir ve toplum genelinde biling diizeyini arttirict kampanyalar yayginlastirilabilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cocuk istismari, ¢ocuk istismari potansiyeli, anne-babalarin potansiyelleri.
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GiRiS

Cocuk istismari ve ihmali, anne-baba ya da bakici gibi cocugun cevresinde yer alan bir yetiskin tarafindan
¢ocuga yoneltilen, toplumsal kurallar ve profesyonel kisilerce uygunsuz ya da zarar verici olarak nitelendirilen,
¢ocugun gelisimini engelleyen ya da sinirlayan eylem ve eylemsizliklerin bitiintidir. Bu eylem ya da
eylemsizliklerin sonucu olarak ¢ocugun bedensel, sosyal, duygusal ya da cinsel agidan zarar gérmesi, saglik ve
glvenliginin tehlikeye girmesi s6z konusudur (Taner ve Gokler, 2004). Cocuk istismari, dinya capinda hizla
artan, iizerinde durulmasi gereken bir olgudur. Diinya Saglik Orgiitii cocuk istismarini, 18 yasindan kiigiik bir
bireyin fiziksel, sosyal ve duygusal gelisimini etkileyen her tirli davranis olarak tanimlamaktadir (WHO, 2006).
Tirkiye’de cocuk istismari ile ilgili calismalar 1980’lerde baslayarak farkindalik olusturmaya baslanmasina
ragmen, siddet gordukleri icin sakatlanan, 6len, cinsel istismara ugrayan g¢ocuklarin sayisi gin gegctikge
artmaktadir. istismar olgularinin bildiriimemesinin, inkar edilmesinin veya gizlenmesinin istismarin ciddiyetini

daha da arttirdigi ifade edilmektedir (Atalay, 2006).

Cocuklarin cevreden ¢ok fazla etkilendikleri 0-6 yas araliginda yasadigli herhangi bir olumsuz deneyimin
yetiskinlik doneminde davranis problemlerine, bilissel rahatsizliklara ve uyum sorunlarina neden olacagi iddia
edilmektedir. Bu nedenle ¢ocukluk donemlerinde istismara ugrayan bireylerin gevrelerine kargi duyarsiz ve
empati yoksunu kisilere donustikleri, kendileri ve diger kisiler ile baghlik, duygusal gereksinimlerinin
karsilanmasi ve kolay incinebilme konularinda sorunlar yasadiklari ve kendi ¢ocuklarini istismar edebildikleri
one slrulmektedir (Korkmazlar Oral, Engin ve Bliylkyazici, 2010). Bununla birlikte fiziksel istismar ve ihmalin
nedenine iliskin basit bir aciklama getirmek olasi degildir. Birgok arastirmaci, anne-baba, ¢ocuk ve cevre ile
iliskili etiyolojik etkenlerin istismar ve ihmalin olusumunda etkili oldugu goriisinde birlesmektedir (Taner ve
Gokler, 2004). Cocuk istismarinin yayginligi ve sonuglari géz 6nidne alindiginda, ebeveynlerin fiziksel olarak
istismar etme olasiligini artiran sireglerin daha iyi anlasilmasi, 6nleyici uygulamalara fayda saglayacaktir
(McGoron, Riley, ve Scaramella, 2020). Bu dogrultuda Tirkiye’de Basbakanlik Aile Arastirma Kurumu’nun
yaptigl bir ¢calismada ¢ocuklarin %46’sinin ihmal ve istismara maruz kaldigi saptanmistir (Bahar ve digerleri,
2009). 2003’te ABD’de yapilan bir galismanin verilerine gore ise ¢ocuklarin yaklasik %1’i istismar, %1.5’i ihmale
ugramaktadir ve bu oranlarin buzdaginin sadece gorilebilen kismi oldugu distnilmektedir (Dubowitz, 2005).
Cocugun yasl ne kadar kuglikse istismar olasiligl o kadar fazladir. Vakalarin Ggte biri alti ayin altindaki, tgte biri 6
ay-3 yas arasinda, ligte biri 3 yasindan biiyiik cocuklardir (Rimsza ve digerleri, 2002; Tercier, 2008). istismara
ugrama olasihgl 12 yasindan sonra belirgin bir sekilde azalmaktadir (Jain, 1999). Cocuk istismari olgulari
incelendiginde, vakalarin en ¢ok aile icinde yasandigi ve her tlrli sosyoekonomik ve egitim dlzeyine sahip
ebeveynler tarafindan c¢ocugun istismar edilebildigi belirtiimektedir (Demirkapi, 2013). Bu nedenle anne
babalarin gocuklarini yetistirme tutumlarinin ve gocuk yetistirmeye yonelik yaklasimlarinin gocuk istismari
potansiyelini yordayan en onemli faktorlerden biri oldugu ifade edilmektedir. Ebeveynlerin psikolojik

ozelliklerinin, yetisme caginda kendi ebeveynleri ile deneyimledikleri iliskilerin, ebeveynligin niteligini ve
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ebeveynin kendi gocuklarini istismar etme potansiyelini etkileyen énemli bir etken oldugu ileri siirilmektedir

(Polat, 2009).

Cocugun istismar potansiyeli olarak bilinen bir ebeveynin fiziksel olarak istismar etme olasiligini tahmin etmek
karmasiktir. istismarci ebeveynlerde kisinin gocuk istismari potansiyeline katkida bulundugu, katilik, kisisel
sikinti ve aile sorunlari gibi kisilerarasi ve kisilerarasi 6zellikler olarak tanimlanmistir (Milner 1994). Cocuk
istismarl %95 oraninda cocugun anne-babalari tarafindan yapilmaktadir. istismarci anne-babalar tim etnik,
cografik, dini, egitimsel, mesleki ve sosyo-ekonomik gruplardan cikabilseler de, sosyo-ekonomik acgidan
avantajsiz kabul edilen gruplardan ¢ikma olasiligl daha fazladir. Kadinlar genellikle gocuklarin bakimindan birinci
derecede sorumlu oldugundan, istismardan erkeklere gére daha fazla sorumludur. Ancak baba da evdeyse,
ozellikle de issizse bu istatistik tersine dénmektedir (Yalgin, Kogak ve Duman, 2014). Giler, Uzun, Boztas ve
Aydogan’in (2002), Sivas'ta annelerin ¢ocuklarina uyguladiklari duygusal istismari ve fiziksel veya ihmal
davranislarini ve bunu etkileyen faktorleri belirlemek amaciyla yaptiklari galismada, 143 anneye literatiirden
faydalanilarak hazirlanan bir soru formu yiiz yiize gorisulerek uygulanmistir. Calismanin bulgulari annelerin
%53,8’inin ¢ocuguna tokat attigini, %23,2’sinin ¢ocugunu dovdigini veya cimdikledigini ve annelerden
%87,4’Unln ¢ocuklarina en az bir kez fiziksel istismar veya ihmal davranisi uyguladiklari saptanmistir. Anne
babanin egitim diizeyinin hem istismara ugrama riskini hem de istismar sonrasi ruhsal etkilenme diizeyini
belirledigi ifade edilmistir (Simsek ve Gencoglan 2014). Ogrenim diizeyinin, cocuga yonelik istismar ile iliskisini
ortaya koyan cesitli calismalara gore de 0grenim diizeyi ylkseldikge ebeveynlerin gocuklarini istismar etme
dlzeyleri azalmaktadir (Aktas 2011; Isikhan ve Yildinm 2006; Simsek ve Gengoglan 2014). Kiz g¢ocuklar (%52)
istismarla erkek cocuklardan (%48) biraz daha fazla karsilasmaktadirlar (Alexander, 1997; Jain, 1999). UNICEF’in
(2010) raporuna gore, yedi ila 14 yas araligindaki kiz cocuklari en fazla anne, baba, 6gretmen, arkadas ve biyiik
kardeslerden fiziksel istismar goriirken, erkek cocuklari en fazla arkadas, 6gretmen, baba, biyilk kardes ve
tanimadiklari biri tarafindan fiziksel olarak istismar edilirler. Arastirmanin bulgularina gére anneler erkek
cocuklarini fiziksel olarak istismar etmezler. Bu durumda annelerin erkek cocuklarina karsi daha hosgorila
oldugu soylenebilir. Cocuk istismari potansiyeli, cocuk istismariyla yakindan baglantili 6zellikleri ve uygulamalari
ifade etmektedir (McGoron, Riley ve Scaramella, 2020). Boyle bir slregte fiziksel disiplin, gocuk istismarinin
diger bir ucunu temsil etmektedir. Asiri, sert disiplin kullanimi, koétiye kullanimin son noktasina yaklasir ve
¢ocuk istismari potansiyeli, bir ebeveynin bu sireklilik boyunca bu istismar edici son noktaya dogru ilerleme
olasihigini tahmin etmektedir (Rodriguez, 2016). Cocuk istismari potansiyeli, disiplin karsilasmalari sirasinda sert
fiziksel saldirganhk taktiklerinin daha sik kullanilmasiyla iliskilidir (Rodriguez 2010). Cocuk istismari
potansiyelinde yiiksek puan alan katilimcilarin zorlayici ebeveynlik tarzlari sergileme olasiligi da daha yiksektir

(Haskett ve digerleri, 1995; Margolin ve digerleri, 2003).

Cocugun fiziksel istismari potansiyelini degerlendirmek igin iyi dogrulanmis bir tarama araci olan Cocuk istismari
Potansiyel Envanteri (CIPE), bircok farkl dile gevrilmistir (Al Abduwani, Sidebotham, Al Saadoon, Al Lawati ve

Barlow, 2017). Kiiltiirler arasi arastirmalarda yaygin olarak kullanilan CiPE (Milner ve Crouch, 2012), ispanya (de
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Padl, Arruabarrena ve Milner, 1991); Hirvatistan (Pecnik ve Ajdukovic, 1995); Yunanistan (Diareme, Tsiantis ve
Tsitoura, 1997); Arjantin (Bringiotti, Barbich ve de Paul, 1998); Sili (Haz ve Ramirez, 1998); Finlandiya
(Haapasalo ve Aaltonen, 1999); Cin (Chan, Lam, Chun ve Ernest So, 2006); Belgika (Grietens, De Haene ve
Uyttebroek, 2007); Almanya (Spangler, Bovenschen, Globisch, Krippl ve Ast-Scheitenberger, 2009); Japonya
(Kawarama, Takahashi, Akiyama, Sasaki ve Kako, 2009); Tayland (Sawasdipanich, Srisuphan, Yenbut, Tiansawad
ve Humphreys, 2010); Tirkiye (Kutsal ve digerleri, 2011); Veneziiella (Gamez ve Hernandez, 2015); italya
(Miragole, Camisasca ve Di Blasio, 2015) ve Umman (Al Abduwani, Sidebotham, Al Saadoon, Al Lawati ve
Barlow, 2017) ulkelerinde tercime edilmistir. Turkiye’nin mevcut jeopolitik statlistiniin tlkedeki ¢esitli gocuk
istismar bicimlerinin yayginligini nasil etkiledigi belirsizligini korumaktadir. Tirkiye, Asya ile Avrupa ve Dogu ve
Bati kiiltiirleri arasinda bir kdpri gérevi gormekte, ayrica ¢atismalar baglaminda bir tampon devlettir. Ortalama
82 milyon niifusa sahip (Tirkiye istatistik Kurumu, 2019) ve gé¢menlerin kiiltiirel gegislerin siklikla yasandigi bu
Ulkede vyasayan cocuklarin istismar potansiyeli arastirma konusu olmustur. Tirkiye'nin kendine 06zgi
konumunun bir sonucu olarak, bu arastirmanin asil amaci Tiirkiye'de 0-6 yaslari arasinda cocuga sahip
ebeveynlerin ¢ocuk istismari potansiyelinin gesitli degiskenler agisindan incelenmesidir. Bu kapsamda arastirma

asagidaki alt problemler dogrultusunda yirGtalmustar:

Ebeveynlerin istismar ol¢iimleri gocuklarin cinsiyetine gore farklilasmakta midir?

- Ebeveynlerin istismar olciimleri ebeveynlerin cinsiyetine gore farklilasmakta midir?

- Ebeveynlerin istismar olgimleri gocuklarin yasina gore farklilagmakta midir?

- Ebeveynlerin istismar 6lcimleri ebeveynlerin 6grenim dizeylerine gore farkhlasmakta midir?
- Ebeveynlerin istismar 6lcimleri ebeveynlerin ¢alisma durumlarina gore farkhlasmakta midir?

- Ebeveynlerin istismar 6lciimleri yasadiklari sehre gore farklilasmakta midir?

YONTEM

Bu bolimde, arastirma modeli, evren ve 6rneklem, verilerin toplanmasi ve ¢6zimlenmesi ile ilgili bilgiler yer

almaktadir.

Arastirma Modeli

Tarama tiirlinde olan bu calismada ¢ocuklara iliskin demografik bilgilerin ebeveynleri tarafindan ¢ocuklarin
istismar edilmeleri ile iliskisi incelenmistir. Bir grubun ozelliklerini belirlemek igin verilerin toplanmasini
amaglayan calismalar, tarama modeli ile yapilmaktadir (Blyilkoztiirk, Cakmak Kilig, Akgiin, Karadeniz ve

Demirel, 2009).

Arastirma, Nigde Omer Halisdemir Universitesi Etik Kurul Komisyonunun 02.11.2020 tarihli ve 2020/10-02 sayili
toplantisinda etik agidan uygun bulunmustur (Evrak Tarih ve Sayisi: 05.11.2020-E.50031).
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Katilimailar

Calisma grubunu olusturmak igin uygun 6rnekleme yontemi kullanilmistir. Egitim, psikoloji, tip ve daha birgok
farkli disiplinde g¢alisan arastirmacilar, segkisiz 6rnekleme yerine siklikla uygun érneklemeyi kullanmaktadirlar.
Uygun ornekleme, iyi tanimlanmis evrenden secgkisiz olarak ¢ekilmemektedir. Bunun yerine arastirmacinin
kolayca ulasabilecegi katihmcilardan olusmaktadir (Warner, 2008). Arastirmanin ¢alisma grubu Tirkiye'nin 12 il
(Adana, Adiyaman, Aydin, Gaziantep, Hatay, istanbul, Kahramanmaras, Kayseri, Konya, Nigde, Osmaniye,
Samsun) merkezinde yasayan 0-6 vyaslari arasinda cocuga (164 kiz, 186 erkek) sahip ebeveynlerden
olusmaktadir. Calisma kapsaminda 350 ebeveyne (297’si anne) ulasiimis olmakla beraber analiz varsayimlarinin
kontroll sirasinda kayip veri, tutarsiz olcek indeksi nedenleriyle toplam 97 ebeveyne (84 anne, 13 baba) ait
veriler arastirmadan g¢ikarilmistir. Caligmanin yiratildtgu katilmcilara ait demografik bilgilere tablo 1'de yer

verilmistir.

Tablo 1. Katihmcilara Ait Demografik Bilgiler

Cocudun cinsiyeti Ebeveynin cinsiyeti Yas
Kiz: 120 Anne: 213 1yas: 18
Erkek: 133 Baba: 40 2 yas: 27
3 yas: 36
4 yas: 54
5vyas: 64
6 yas: 54
Anne Odrenim Diizeyi Baba Odrenim Diizeyi Sehir
ilkokul: 67 ilkokul: 51 Adana: 51
Ortaokul: 35 Ortaokul: 15 Adiyaman: 16
Lise: 57 Lise: 73 Aydin: 4
Universite: 94 Universite: 114 Gaziantep: 23
Hatay: 9
Anne Calisma Durumu Baba Calisma Durumu istanbul: 4
Ev hanimi: 164 Ogretmen: 39 Nigde: 52
Ogretmen: 43 Esnaf: 137 Kahramanmaras: 13
Miihendis: 3 Muhendis: 10 Kayseri: 25
Isgi: 43 isci: 67 Konya: 32
Osmaniye: 19
Samsun: 5

Veri Toplama Araglari

Bu arastirmada, ebeveynlere yonelik arastirmaci tarafindan hazirlanmis olan Ebeveyn Kisisel Bilgi Formu ve
Cocuk Istismari Potansiyeli Envanteri kullaniimistir. Arastirmada kullanilan veri toplama araglari ile ilgili bilgiler

asagida ayrintili olarak agiklanmistir.
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Ebeveyn Kisisel Bilgi Formu

Arastirmada yer alan degiskenlere iliskin veri toplamak lizere ebeveynlere yonelik olarak arastirmaci tarafindan
hazirlanmistir. Ebeveyn Kisisel Bilgi Formu’nda ebeveynlerin cinsiyet, 6grenim dizeyi, ¢alisma durumu,

hayatlarinin cogunu gegcirdikleri yer, cocuklarinin yas ve cinsiyetine iliskin sorular yer almaktadir.
Cocuk istismari Potansiyeli Envanteri (CIPE)

Joel S. Milner tarafindan gelistirilmis olan ilk olarak 1976 yilinda Milner tarafindan ileri strilmis ve 1979 yilinda
Milner ve Wimberley, tarafindan Cocuk istismarcilarinin Belirlenmesi icin Bir Envanter adi ile yayinlanmistir
(Kutsal, 2004). CIPE gocuk fiziksel istismarindan siiphelenilen durumlarda ailesel riskin tahmin edilmesini
saglamak lzere hazirlanmis 160 maddelik bir soru listesidir (Milner, 1980). CiPE’de 77 maddeli Cocuk Fiziksel
istismar Olcegi ve alti faktor dlgekleri ve lic gecerlik dlgegi olmak lzere 10 &lcek bulunmaktadir. Olcekler ve
madde sayilar su sekildedir: istismar Olgegi (77 Madde), Stres Olcegi (36 Madde), Mutsuzluk Olgegi (11
Madde), Cocuk ve Kendisi ile ilgili Problemler Olgegi (6), Aile ile ilgili Problemler (4 Madde), Digerleriyle ilgili
Problemler (6 Madde), gecerlik 6lcekleri ise Yalan Olcegi (18 Madde), Rastgele Yanit Olcegi (18 Madde),
Tutarsizhk Olgegi (20 Madde) (Milner, 1980; Kutsal, 2004). CIPE’de 6lgeklere iliskin maddeler envanter
icerisinde karisik sekilde yer almaktadir. Her bir maddeye verilen yanit “Katiliyorum” ya da “Katilmiyorum”
bicimindedir. Onerilen yanitlama siiresi 12-20 dakikadir (Kutsal, 2004). Envanter sorularina verilen cevaplara ait
puanlarin hesaplanmasi, envanterin ekinde yer alan bir puanlama cizelgesine gére yapilmaktadir. Ornegin;
besinci soruya verilen “katiliyorum” cevabinin puani 14 puan iken; Uglinci soruya verilen “katiimiyorum”
cevabinin puani 1 puan olarak hesaplanmaktadir. Temel klinik dlgek 77 maddeden olusan “istismar Olgegi”dir.
Alinan yiiksek puanlar gocuk istismari potansiyelinin yiiksek oldugunu géstermektedir. Sinir istismar puani 215
olup 166’nin Gstu tehlikeli olarak kabul edilir. Sinir puanlarin Gzerinde puan alan bireyler istismar potansiyeli
yuksek “riskli grup” olarak tanimlanirken; sinir puanlarin altinda puan alan bireyler ise, “normal grup” olarak
tanimlanmaktadir. CiPE’nin Tirkce’ye uyarlamasi ilk olarak Oner ve Sucuoglu (1994) tarafindan yapilmistir.
Kutsal (2004) CiPE’nin Tirkiye Gegerligi ile ilgili bir calisma yapmustir. Orijinal dlgegin giivenirlik katsayisi istismar
Olgegi icin .95tir, alt dlgeklerin glivenirlik katsayilari ise .54 ile .95 arasinda degismektedir. Kutsal tarafindan
2004 yilinda gergeklestirilen “Milner Cocuk Istismari Potansiyeli Olgeginin Tiirkiye Gegerliligi” calismasinda ise
istismar alt 6lgeginin Cronbach Alpha katsayisi ise .94 olarak hesaplanmistir (Kutsal 2004). Bu arastirmada ise

Cronbach Alpha katsayisi. 90 olarak bulunmustur.

Milner Envanterinde yer alan istismar ve diger alt olgeklere ait standart sinir puanlar Tablo 2’de verilmistir.
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Tablo 2. istismar ve Diger Alt Olgeklere Ait Standart Sinir Puanlar

istismar ve Diger Alt Olcekler Sinir Puanlar (SP)
istismar 166

Stres 152

Katilik 30

Mutsuzluk 23

Cocuk ve Kendisiyle ilgili Sorunlar 11

Aile ile flgili Sorunlar 18

Bagskalari ile Sorunlar 20

Verilerin Toplanmasi ve Analizi

Arastirma verilerinin istatistiksel ¢6ziimlemesi SPSS 18.0 paket programi kullanilarak bilgisayarda yapilmistir.
Analizlerde CIPE icin orijinal 6lgek gelistiricisinden yazismayla elde edilen sézdizimiyle istismar puanlari
hesaplanmistir. Bireylerin istismar dlcegine toplum tarafindan kabul edilebilecek yanitlar vermesini ya da taklit
iyi olma gibi yanitlarini belirlemek icin bir yalan 6lgegi gelistirilmistir. Ayrica bazi bireylerin icerigi okuyamama,
anlayamama ya da baska sebepler ile CiPE’'ye rastgele yanit verdigi de tespit edildigi icin rastgele yanitlar
verenlerin belirlenmesi amaci ile bir Rastgele Yanit dlgegi gelistirme ihtiyaci duyulmustur (Milner ve Robertson,
1985). Yapilmis olan gesitli calismalarda Yalan 6lgeginin katihmcilarin bilingli olarak aldatici yanitlarini tespit
etmekte yeterli oldugunu gorilmistir. Milner ve Crouch’un 1997 yilinda, Robertson ve Milner’in 1985 yilinda
yaptiklari ¢alismalarda da Yalan 6lgeginin katilimcilarin sosyal olarak kabul edilebilir sekildeki taklit yanitlarini
%90'In Uzerinde dogru olarak tespit edebildigi bulunmustur (Hogan, Myers ve Elswick, 2005). Varsayimlarin
kontroliinden sonra sézdizimi yardimiyla CIPE’nin alt 6lceklerinden yalan &lcegi, rastgele yanit dlcegi ve
tutarsizlik 6lgegine ait puanlarla bu degerlerden tiretilen indeksler hesaplanmistir. Buradaki amag 6l¢egi yalan,
rastgele ve tutarsiz cevaplayan bireylerin belirlenmesi ve sonuglarin yaniltici olmamasi adina analizden
cikariilmasidir. Rastgele yanit indeksine gore gecersiz olan 95 birey; istismar puani 215’ten buyik ve kendini
kotu gosterme endeksi (fakebad) degeri yiiksek olan iki kisi analizden gikariimistir. Analizler 253 ebeveyne ait

cevaplardan yola gikilarak tamamlanmistir.

Oncelikle ebeveynlerden elde edilen verilerin normal dagilima uygun olup olmadigl test edilmis, verilerin
normal dagihm gostermesi nedeni ile parametrik yontemler kullanilarak istatistiksel ¢éziimlemeler yapilmistir.
Arastirmada, ebeveynlerin ve cocuklarin cinsiyetlerine gére istismar dlciimleri arasinda istatistiksel olarak
anlaml bir fark olup olmadigi iliskisiz 6rneklemler t testi ile test edilmistir. Ebeveynlerin istismar dl¢iimlerinin
hayatlarinin ¢cogunu gecirdikleri yer, cocuklarinin yasi, ebeveynlerin 6grenim diizeyi ve ¢alisma durumuna gore
istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir fark gésterip gostermedigi tek yonli ANOVA testi ile test edilmistir. Calismada tek
yonlu varyans analizlerinde anlamli fark ¢ikmasi durumunda post-hoc coklu karsilastirma testlerinden Scheffe
Testi (grup varyanslarinin esit oldugu durumlarda) ve Dunnett C Testi (grup varyanslarinin esit olmadigl
durumlarda) uygulanmistir. Bu ¢alismada, Scheffe testinin segilme nedenleri, olasi tim ikili ortalamalar

kombinasyonlari icin es zamanli ortak ikili karsilastirmalar yapilmis olmasidir. Bu test vyalnizca ikili
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karsilastirmalar degil; grup ortalamalarinin tim olasi dogrusal kombinasyonlarini incelemek igin
kullanilabilmektedir. Ayrica, Dunnett C testini secilmesinin nedenleri, studentized araliga dayali ikili
karsilastirma testidir (IBM Knowledge Center, 2020). Verilerin ¢dziimlenmesinde .05 anlamlilik dizeyi

benimsenmistir.
BULGULAR

Bu bélimde, arastirmanin alt problemlerine uygun olarak yapilan incelemeler sonucunda elde edilen bulgular

ve yorumlari sirasiyla tablolar halinde verilmistir.

T-testinin uygulanabilirligi icin deneklerin 6n testten aldigi puanlarin normal dagilima uygun olup olmadigini
ortaya koymak amaciyla normal dagilim (Kolmogorov-Smirnov) testi yapilmis ve bu testin sonucunda p degeri
.865 olarak tespit edilmistir. Bu sonuca gore, n testteki élciimlere iliskin puanlar normal dagilima uymaktadir
(p=.865; p>.05). Kolmogorov-Smirnov testi sonuglari bu arastirmada iliskisiz Orneklemler t-testinin

kullanilabilecegini gostermektedir.

Ebeveynlerin istismar ol¢limlerinin cocuklarin ve ebeveynlerin cinsiyetine goére istatistiksel olarak anlamli

farklilik gosterip gdstermediklerini belirlemek amaciyla t testi kullaniimig ve test sonuglari Tablo 3’te verilmistir.

Tablo 3. Ebeveynlerin istismar Puanlarinin t-Testi Sonuclari

Degisken n X s sd t p
Cocugun Kiz 120 145.07 73.55 251 1.544 12
cinsiyeti Erkek 133 160.36 82.99

Ebeveynin Anne 213 155.80 78.25 251 -1.256 .21
cinsiyeti Baba 40 138.75 81.56

*p<.05

Tablo 3 incelendiginde, ¢ocuklarin ebeveynleri tarafindan istismar edilme puanlarinda gocuklarin cinsiyetine
(t(os;:251)=-12, p>.05) ve ebeveynin cinsiyetine (t(os;2s1)=.21, p>.05) gére anlamh bir fark bulunmamistir. Bu
sonuglara gore ¢ocugun ve ebeveynin cinsiyetinin istismar diizeyleri agisindan bir farklilk géstermediginden s6z

edilebilir.

Ebeveynlerin istismar &lciimlerinin ¢ocuklarin yasina, ebeveynlerin grenim diizeyleri, ¢calisma durumlari ve
yasadiklari sehre gore istatistiksel olarak anlamh farklilhk gosterip géstermediklerini belirlemek amaciyla varyans

analizi kullanilmis ve test sonuglari Tablo 4a ve 4b’de verilmistir.
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Tablo 4a. Ebeveynlerin istismar Puanlarinin Betimsel istatistikleri
Degisken n X s
Yas 1 18 165.05 89.38
2 27 138.11 71.16
3 36 180.52 99.67
4 54 146.01 83.94
5 64 153.84 69.06
6 54 144.57 66.73
Anne 6grenim ilkokul 67 174.19 82.72
Ortaokul 35 185.37 79.83
Lise 57 148.84 70.20
Universite 94 128.65 73.30
Anne is Ev hanimi 164 162.09 78.12
Ogretmen 43 122.55 80.32
Miihendis 3 134.66 116.44
isci 43 150.67 72.35
Baba 6grenim ilkokul 51 176.37 73.84
Ortaokul 15 187.40 80.15
Lise 73 157.16 76.84
Universite 114 135.59 78.61
Baba is Muhendis 10 100.30 53.24
Ogretmen 39 125.15 74.31
isci 67 162.34 68.85
Esnaf 137 160.40 83.48
Sehir Nigde 52 136.17 74.00
Konya 32 177.03 96.24
Kayseri 25 140.60 70.65
Samsun 5 117.20 45.12
istanbul 4 108.25 77.18
Aydin 4 150.00 74.94
Adana 51 153.68 79.10
Osmaniye 19 161.73 97.97
Hatay 9 146.11 78.44
Kahramanmaras 13 197.46 60.60
Gaziantep 23 150.39 77.03
Adiyaman 16 162.81 56.64
Tablo 4b. Ebeveynlerin istismar Puanlarinin Tek Yénlii ANOVA Sonuglari
Degisken Varyansin Kareler sd Kareler F p Anlamli fark
kaynagi toplami ortalamasi
Yas Gruplararasi  42389.695 3 8477.939 1.373 .235
Gruplarigi 1525235.206 249 6175.041
Toplam 1567624.901 252
Anne Gruplararasi 123445.567 3 41148.522  7.095 .000* ilkokul>Universite
o6grenim Gruplarigi 1444179.334 249 5799.91
Toplam 1567624.901 252
Anne is Gruplararasi 54659.749 3 18219.916  2.999 .031* Ev
Gruplarigi 1512965.152 249 6076.165 hanimi>6gretmen
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Toplam 1567624.901 252
Baba Gruplararasi 81401.914 3 27133.971 4.546 .004* ilkokul>Universite
6grenim Gruplarigi 1486222.988 249 5968.767
Toplam 1567624.901 252
Baba is Gruplararasi 71379.510 3 23793.170  3.960 .009* esnaf>mihendis
Gruplarigi 1496245.391 249 6009.018 isci>miihendis
Toplam 1567624.901 252
Sehir Gruplararasi 80796.240 3 7345.113 1.191 .294
Gruplarigi 1486828.661 249 6169.414
Toplam 1567624.901 252
*p<.05

Tablo 4a ve 4b incelendiginde, ebeveynlerin istismar diizeyinin annelerin 6grenim diizeyine gére anlamli bir
farkhhk gosterdigi bulunmustur (F(os;3,249=7.095, p<.05). Bu farkliligin hangi gruptan kaynaklandigini bulmak
amaciyla yapilan Scheffe Testi’nin sonuglarina gore, ilkokul mezunu annelerin (X=162.09, S=78.12) ¢ocuklarinin
istismar puanlarinin Gniversite mezunu annelerin (X=122.55, $=80.32) ¢ocuklarinin istismar puanlarindan daha
yiksek oldugu belirlenmistir. Ebeveynlerin istismar diizeyinin annelerin 6grenim dizeyinin yani sira annelerin is
durumuna goére anlamh bir farklilik gésterdigi bulunmustur (F(o0s;3,249=2.999, p<.05). Bu farkhhigin hangi gruptan
kaynaklandigini bulmak amaciyla yapilan Scheffe Testi’nin sonuglarina gore, ev hanimi annelerin (X=176.37,
$=82.72) cocuklarinin istismar puanlarinin 6gretmen annelerin (X=128.65, S=73.30) cocuklarinin istismar

puanlarindan daha yiiksek oldugu belirlenmistir.

Ebeveynlerin istismar diizeyinin babalarin 6grenim diizeyine gére anlamli bir farklilik gosterdigi bulunmustur
(F(.05:3,249=4.546, p<.05). Bu farkliigin hangi gruptan kaynaklandigini bulmak amaciyla yapilan Scheffe Testi’nin
sonugclarina gore, ilkokul mezunu babalarin (X=176.37, S=73.84) cocuklarinin istismar puanlarinin Gniversite
mezunu babalarin (X=135.59, S=78.61) ¢ocuklarinin istismar puanlarindan daha ylksek oldugu belirlenmistir.
Ebeveynlerin istismar diizeyinin babalarin 6grenim diizeyinin yani sira babalarin is durumuna goére anlamli bir
farkhhk gosterdigi bulunmustur (F(os;3,249=3.960, p<.05). Bu farkliigin hangi gruptan kaynaklandigini bulmak
amaciyla yapilan Scheffe Testi’'nin sonuglarina gore, isci babalarin (X=162.34, S=68.85) ve esnaf babalarin
(X=160.40, S=83.48) cocuklarinin istismar puanlarinin miihendis babalarin (X=100.30, S=53.24) g¢ocuklarinin
istismar puanlarindan daha yiiksek oldugu belirlenmistir. Bu sonugclara gore ebeveynlerin egitim dizeylerinin

dolayisiyla is durumlarinin istismar puanlari Gzerinde bir farkhlik yarattigi séylenebilir.

istismar diizeyinin cocugun yasina (Fos3249=1.373, p>.05) ve yasadiklar sehre (F(os3,249=1.191, p>.05) gére

anlaml bir farkhlik géstermedigi bulunmustur.
SONUC, TARTISMA ve ONERILER

0-6 yaslari arasinda ¢ocuga sahip ebeveynlerin gocuk istismari potansiyelinin gesitli degiskenler agisindan

incelenmesini amaclayan bu arastirmanin sonunda ebeveynlerin istismar potansiyellerinin ebeveynlerin

Uysal Bayrak, H. (2020). An Examination of Various Variables of Parents’ Child Abuse Potential,
International Journal of Education Technology and Scientific Researches, Vol: 5, Issue: 13, pp. (1389-1420).

1413



IJETSAR (International Journal of Education Technology and Scientific Researches) (ISSN: 2587-0238)

Cilt / Vol: 5 Sayi / Issue: 13 Yil / Year: 2020

0grenim duzeyleri ve galisma durumlari ile iliskili oldugu ancak ¢ocugun yasi, yasadiklari sehir, ebeveynlerin ve

cocugun cinsiyeti ile iliskili olmadig ortaya ¢ikmistir.

Bu arastirmada da ebeveynlerin ve cocuklarin cinsiyeti ile ebeveynlerin istismar potansiyelleri arasinda bir iliski
olmadigl ortaya c¢ikmistir. Bu arastirma ile benzer sekilde g¢ocuk istismarinin 6nlenmesine dikkat ¢ekme
durumunu ele alarak ebeveynlerin bu yondeki egilimlerinin ortaya ¢ikarilmasini 6ngoren istismar potansiyeli
Olciimlerinin cesitli degiskenler acisindan incelenmesi amaciyla yapilan Cetin ve Ozozen-Danaci’'nin (2016)
arastirmasi Diizce ilinde 0-6 yas cocugu olan 158 ebeveynle yiritiilmistir. Cocuk istismari Potansiyeli
Envanterinin kullanildigi arastirmada cinsiyet degiskenine iliskin ebeveynlerin istismar 6lglimleri arasinda ve
yaslarina gore istismar Olcimleri arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamh bir fark olmadigi gorilmustir. Kubin
Mete’nin (2015) arastirmasinda annelerin algiladiklari stres, sosyal yalitim ve aile islevselligi diizeyleri ile gocuk
istismari potansiyelleri arasindaki iliskinin incelenmesi amaciyla yapilan betimsel bir ¢alismadir. Arastirmaya
Sinop merkez ilgesindeki ilk ve ortaokullarin 4. ve 5. siniflarinda 6grenim goren 207 6grenci ile bu 6grencilerin
anneleri katilmistir. Annelerin ¢ocuk istismari potansiyeli cocuklarinin cinsiyetine gére anlamh bir fark
gostermedigi arastirmanin bulgular arasinda yer almistir. Yalgin, Kogak ve Duman’in (2014) arastirmasinda ise
aileye ve ¢ocuga ait bazi sosyo-demografik 6zelliklerin, ebeveyn cocuk istismariyla ilgili tutumlarina etkisinin
incelenmesi amaclanmistir. Arastirmada, okul 6ncesi kurumlarda ve ilkokul 1. sinifta cocugu 6grenim goren 107
ebeveyne, Cocuk istismari Potansiyeli Envanteri, Duygusal istismar Farkindalik Olcegi ve Ailelerin Uyguladiklari
Disiplin Yontemlerine iliskin Gériisme Formu kullanilmistir. Arastirma sonucunda babalarin istismar puanlarinin
daha fazla oldugu belirlenmistir. Bu baglamda ilgili alan yazinla birlikte degerlendirildiginde, arastirmadan elde
edilen bulgular dogrultusunda kiz ¢ocuklarin narin, erkek gocuklarin ise dayanikli olduguna yonelik ebeveynlerin
toplumsal cinsiyet kalip yargilarinin olmadigi séylenebilir. Ancak bir yargiya varilabilmesi icin daha genis ve esit

dagihma sahip bir ¢calisma grubuna gereksinim duyulmaktadir.

Can ve Beyazit’in (2018) calismasi Kuzey Kibris'ta ebeveynlerin cocuk istismari potansiyellerini yordayan
faktorlerin incelenmesi amaciyla yapilan betimleyici bir galismadir. Calismaya 214 ebeveyn dahil edilmistir. Veri
toplama araci olarak arastirmaci tarafindan hazirlanan “Milner Cocuk Istismari Potansiyel Envanteri”
kullanilmistir. Arastirma bulgularina goére, ebeveynlerin cocuk istismari potansiyellerinin cinsiyet, 6grenim
durumu, evin miilkiyeti degiskenlerine gore farklilastigl tespit edilmistir. Bu sonuca gore, babalarin ¢ocuk
istismari potansiyellerinin annelerden daha fazla oldugu goériilmis ve ebeveynlerin 6grenim diizeyinin azaldik¢a
cocuk istismari potansiyellerinin artabilecegi disintlmustiir. Sari ve Gungor Aytar (2015) tarafindan Milner
Cocuk istismari Potansiyel Envanteri kullanilarak emniyet 6rgiitiinde gérevli anne ve babalarin fiziksel istismar
potansiyellerini belirlemek ve istismar ile ilgili aile egitim programinin aileler tUzerindeki etkililigini incelemek
amaciyla yapilan arastirmada Milner Cocuk istismari Potansiyel Envanteri kullaniimistir. Arastirma sonuglari
egitim seviyesi yuksek ve siirekli egitim alan emniyet personelinin istismar potansiyel envanter puanlari distk
olarak elde edilmektedir. Aktas (2011), Isikhan ve Yildinm (2006), Simsek ve Gengoglan’in (2014)

arastirmalarinin sonuglarindan c¢ikan ortak sonuca gore 6grenim dizeyi ylikseldikgce ebeveynlerin ¢ocuklarini
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istismar etme dizeyleri azalmaktadir. Yukaridaki cgalismalar ile paralellik gosteren bu arastirmada da
ebeveynlerin 6grenim dizeyi arttikca ¢ocuklarini istismar etme potansiyellerinin azaldigi belirlenmistir. Bu
baglamda arastirmaya katilan ebeveynlerin 6grenim duizeyi arttikga cocuk gelisimi ve egitimi konusunda bilgi ve
deneyimlerinin arttigl, cocuklariyla daha fazla nitelikli zaman gegirdikleri, iletisimlerinde olumlu disiplin
yontemlerini kullandiklari disinilmekte dolayisiyla cocuklarini istismar etme potansiyellerinde azalma oldugu

soylenebilir.

Bu arastirmada ebeveynlerin istismar potansiyelleri ¢alisma durumu ve calistiklari is koluna gore degisiklik
gostermistir. Benzer sekilde Espinosa, Ruglass, Dambreville, Shevorykin, Nicholson ve Sykes (2017) tarafindan
yapilan galismada, 170 Afrikali-Amerikali ve Latin anneden olusan bir 6rneklemde en belirgin gostergeleri
belirlemek amaciyla ¢ocuk istismari potansiyeli igin Ug grup risk faktorl incelenmistir. Spesifik olarak, sosyo-
demografik degiskenlerin, cocuga 6zgli davranislarin, maternal travmanin ve buna karsilik gelen psikolojik
sekellerin g¢ocuk istismari potansiyeli lzerindeki etkisi analiz edilmistir. Her ¢ gruptan degiskenler, ¢ocuk
istismari potansiyeli ile annede sosyoekonomik durum, duygusal okuryazar olmama, depresyon ve ¢ocugun
kendi kendini kontrol etmesinin yani sira en blylk etkiye sahip olan igsellestirme davraniglari ile anlaml sekilde
iliskilendirilmistir. Pekdogan’in (2016) Amasya’da annelerin istismar potansiyellerinin bazi degiskenlerle olan
iliskisini incelemek amaciyla 4-6 yas araliginda cocuga sahip 235 anneye istismar Farkindalik Olcegi-Ebeveyn
Formunu uyguladigi arastirmanin sonucunda annelerin yaslari arttikga c¢ocuklara uyguladiklari istismar
potansiyelinin azaldigi, ayrica ¢alisan annelerin ¢alismayan annelere gore ¢ocuklarini daha az istismar ettigi
belirtilmistir. Uslu, Kapci, Yildirim ve Oney (2010) tarafindan yapilan arastirmada Orseleyici ebeveyn
davranislarini degerlendirmek igin ¢ocuklari 6zel ve devlet okullarina devam eden 498 Tirk ebeveynle
cahsilmistir. Babalarin, ¢alismayan annelerin, distk gelirli ve disiik 6grenim diizeyine sahip ebeveynlerin
cocuklarinin orselendiginin daha az farkinda olduklari ortaya ¢ikmistir. Beyazit ve Ayhan (2019) tarafindan
Kuzey Kibris'ta ebeveynlerin ¢ocuk istismari potansiyellerini yordayan faktérlerin incelenmesi amaciyla yapilan
betimleyici ¢alisma sonucunda istismar potansiyeli, hem anne hem de babanin egitim durumu, istihdam
durumu ve meslegi ile iliskili bulunmustur. Bu baglamda ilgili alan yazinla birlikte degerlendirildiginde, 6zellikle
O6gretmen annelerin calismayan annelere gore istismar potansiyellerinin diisik oldugu goz 6nine alindiginda

pedagojik formasyon almanin bu potansiyelin diisiik olmasinda belirleyici etken oldugunu dislindiirmektedir.

Bu arastirmanin bir takim sinirliliklari oldugu unutulmamahdir. Tim veriler 6z bildirim araglan kullanilarak
toplanmistir ve ebeveynler sosyal olarak kabul goren yanitlari vermis olabilir. Sonraki g¢alismalarda ¢ocuk
istismarina iliskin ¢ocuklardan 6zbildirim alma da dahil olmak lizere ¢ok yonli olciimler kullanilabilir. Ayrica aile
yapisinin istismar diizeyinde bir farkhhk olusturup olusturmadigi hakkinda daha net bir yargiya varabilmek
amaciyla diger degiskenler kontrol altinda tutularak her bir boyutun es sayida oldugu bir ¢alisma grubuyla
calisma yinelenebilir. Bununla birlikte, ebeveynlerin 6grenim diizeylerinin istismar seviyelerinde anlamh bir
farkliliga yol agmasi gdz éniinde bulundurularak ebeveynlere istismar edici davranislarinin sagaltiminda nasil

daha etkili olabileceklerine yonelik egitimler verilebilir, farkindaliklari arttirilabilir ve toplum genelinde biling

1415 Uysal Bayrak, H. (2020). An Examination of Various Variables of Parents’ Child Abuse Potential,
International Journal of Education Technology and Scientific Researches, Vol: 5, Issue: 13, pp. (1389-1420).



IJETSAR (International Journal of Education Technology and Scientific Researches) (ISSN: 2587-0238)

Cilt / Vol: 5 Sayi / Issue: 13 Yil / Year: 2020

diizeyini arttirict kampanyalar yayginlastirilabilir. Cocuklari istismar ve ihmalden korumanin 6nemi daha da
vurgulanir hale gelmistir. Bu baglamda politika yapicilarin ¢ocuklara kéti muameleyi ele alan ve istismari
onlemeye yardimci olan koruma proseddrlerini ve istismarcilari caydirici yasalar uygulamaya koymalari biyiik
onem arz etmektedir. Diger bir sinirlilk ise sonuglarin genellenebilirligini azaltan uygun bir 6rneklem
kullanilmasidir. Bu konunun sonraki daha genis orneklemli ¢alismalarda acikliga kavusturulabilecegi
disinulmektedir. Bu sinirliliklara ragmen, bu calisma, Tirkiye'nin benzersiz jeopolitik baglami nedeniyle

¢ocuklara yonelik ebeveyn istismarinin anlasilmasina 6nemli bir katki saglamaktadir.
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